KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 13th DECEMBER, 2011, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor David Fitzgerald, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Paul Cuddihy, Marie Fitzpatrick, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Betty Manning, Andrew McGuinness, Malcolm Noonan,  Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy.
Also Present:


Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, Kilkenny County Council, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6th December, 2011, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th November, 2011:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th November, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. John Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising

The following corrections were made to the minutes of the November Monthly Meeting:
· The County Manager confirmed that the Mayor, as holder of the office of Mayor of Kilkenny, is also a Member of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee in accordance with the Local Government Act 2001.

· It was agreed that the Members of the Borough Council who are not Members of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee will receive a copy of the minutes of the meetings held by the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee.

Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
Road Works at College Road
The Members expressed their concerns regarding the recent road works carried out on the College Road and in particular to the removal of car parking spaces.  In response Mr. John Mulholland stated that these works were carried out as part of the overall plan to increase cycle lanes in the City and in accordance with the plans submitted to the Department of Transport in April 2010.

Members also raised the issue of indiscriminate parking in cycle lanes and requested the College Road issue be placed as an item on the Agenda for the January 2012 monthly meeting.

The County Manager agreed to prepare a report for the Members for the January meeting on the entirety of the plan, including College Road.

Visit of Mr. Jimmy Deenihan, T.D., Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to Kilkenny.
The Mayor acknowledged the recent visit of Minister Jimmy Deenihan to Kilkenny for the unveiling of Phase 3 of restoration works to Talbot Tower and the time given by the Minister to the arts community. 
The Mayor also acknowledged the work of Cllr. Betty Manning.  It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. Betty Manning

Seconded by:

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved

“that the Borough Council make an application to Europa Nostra in 2012 for a Heritage Award for the restoration of Talbot Tower”.

Book Launches
The Mayor stated that he has attended a number of book launches recently and requested the citizens of Kilkenny to purchase books by local authors this Christmas.

Mayor’s Christmas Concert

The Mayor expressed his gratitude and appreciation to all those who supported the Mayor’s Christmas Concert in the Watergate Theatre and all who contributed to the success of the night. 

Carol Service
Members were informed of the annual carol service around the crib hosted by The Very Reverend Katharine Poulton in St. Canice’s Cathedral at 5.00 p.m. on Friday, 23rd December.  The Members also expressed their best wishes to Reverend Elaine Murray on her new appointment.
Central Access Scheme

The County Manager advised the Members that An Bord Pleanala’s decision on the Central Access Scheme for the City of Kilkenny will be released tomorrow, 14th December and the Manager circulated to the Members the Non-Technical Summary of the revised Environmental Impact Statement for the Scheme.

Item No. 3:
Audit Report 2010.
Mr. John Dempsey stated that the audited Annual Financial Statement 2010 has been completed and is now before the Members for adoption.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Martin Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy
And Resolved
“that the Audit Report as circulated, be hereby adopted.”

Item No. 4:
Kilkenny Borough Council Capital Budget 2011.
Proposed by:

Cllr. David Fitzgerald
Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy
And Resolved

“that this item be adjourned for discussion at the January 2012 monthly meeting.”
Item No. 5:
Notice of Motion in the name Cllr. John Coonan received 11th August, 2011.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. John Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness

And Resolved

“that Kilkenny Borough Council take necessary steps to enable an appropriate framework be put in place to deal with the operation of a tourist train service in Kilkenny City.”

Following a lengthy discussion during which Mr. John Mulholland explained the limited powers that the Local Authority has in this matter, it was agreed to engage with the Gardaí in relation to this issue by way of the Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee.
It was:


Proposed by:

Cllr. Martin Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Resolved

“that the remainder of the Notices of Motion be adjourned to the January 2012 monthly meeting.”
Item No. 12

Conferences

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness 

Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Resolved 

“that Cllr. John Coonan attend the following Conferences:

· Local Authority’s Role in Preventing Water Pollution – 18th to 20th November, 2011 in Millpark Hotel, Donegal.

· Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 – 16th to 18th December, 2011, in the Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy 

Seconded by:

Cllr. John Coonan

And Resolved 

“that Cllr. Andrew McGuinness attend the following Conferences:

· Local Authority’s Role in Preventing Water Pollution – 18th to 20th November, 2011 in Millpark Hotel, Donegal.

· Local Government Powers – 4th to 7th November, in the Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







