KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 10th OCTOBER, 2011, AT 7.30 PM

Deputy Mayor, Councillor  David Fitzgerald, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, Paul Cuddihy, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone,   Andrew McGuinness, Malcolm Noonan,  Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy.

Apologies:
John Coonan, Marie Fitzpatrick, Betty Manning.
Also Present:


Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer, Mr. Martin Mullally, Senior Executive Officer, Kilkenny County Council, Mr. Michael Murphy, Senior Executive Engineer, Kilkenny County Council.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd October, 2011, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes:
(a)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th January, 2011:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th September, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Joe Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b)
Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 19th September, 2011:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 19th September, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Joe Reidy

Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising

Hurling Monument

The Members requested that they should be given the opportunity to have an input on the type of monument to be selected.
Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
World Mental Health Week
The Mayor informed the Members of a very worthwhile reception which he recently hosted in City Hall as part of World Mental Health Week and thanked the speakers for making themselves available for the event.

He also acknowledged the opening of a Primary Care Unit in Kilkenny by Dr. James Reilly, Minister for Health.

Dublin Declaration
The Mayor highlighted that he recently attended the launch of the Dublin Declaration on Age-Friendly Cities and Communities on Wednesday, 28th September, in City Hall, Dublin, where Mayors from all over the world gathered to sign the first ever international commitment to the principle of making our cities age-friendly.
Moret-Sur-Loing

The Mayor extended his appreciation to the Mayor of Moret-sur-Loing, Mr. Patrick Septiers, for the hospitality shown to him during a recent visit and it is hoped that everyone will work towards the improvement of twinning links between Moret and Kilkenny in the future.

O.N.E. Mass
The Mayor expressed his appreciation to the organisers of the annual O.N.E. Mass and mentioned the important role the defence forces play in the life of the City.  

Drugs Awareness Week

The Mayor and Members congratulated all those involved in the recent organisation of a Drugs Awareness Event on the Parade as part of Drugs Awareness Week.

Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:-

Mrs. Duffy, 34, St. Francis Terrace, Kilkenny.

Mr. Paul Hanley, Athenry, Co. Galway, brother of Kevin Hanley, Head of I.T., Kilkenny County Council.

Mrs. Sheila Murphy, Tullamaine, Callan, Co. Kilkenny.

Melosina Lenox Conyngham, Lavistown, Kilkenny.

Moira Cantwell, Cedarwood Drive, Loughboy, Kilkenny.

Eddie Russell, Richview, Castlecomer Road, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Item No. 3:
Fix Date for Budget Meeting.
Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness
And Resolved
“that Kilkenny Borough Council hold its Statutory Budget Meeting on Monday, 12th December, 2011 at 7.30 p.m.”.
It was agreed that Members would received the Draft Budget on 5th December, 2011.

Item No. 4:
Approval of Overdraft Accommodation for 2012.
Proposed by:

Cllr. Martin Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

And Resolved

“that subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves overdraft borrowings to a maximum amount of €2,000,000 for the year ending 31st December, 2012.”

Item No. 5:

Arts Grants 2011.
The following resolution was passed:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Martin Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Agreed

“that the Arts Grants 2011 be allocated as set out in the Report circulated to the Members on 14th September, 2011.”

Item No. 6.
Housing Report for Quarter Ended 30/9/2011.
Mr. Martin Mullally, Senior Executive Officer, gave a brief explanation on the contents of the Housing Quarterly Report as circulated to the Members.    Following this the Members thanked Mr. Mullally and commended the staff of the Housing Department on their continued good service.  Mr. Mullally also responded to a number of queries from the Members regarding the following:

· Possibility of future Tenant Purchase Scheme.

· Deduction of rent at source.

· List of Contractors for the carrying out of works under Disability Grant Scheme.  Mr. Mullally explained that the Council are currently revising their list of Contractors and agreed to circulate same to the Members when complete.
· Housing Maintenance Expenditure.
· Allocation of houses following completion of Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
· Retrofit Programme.

Item No. 7.
Tidy Towns Report.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald gave a brief presentation on Kilkenny’s achievement in securing the top prize as Ireland’s Tidiest Large Urban Centre in the 2011 Tidy Towns Awards.  Mr. Fitzgerald recognized the work carried out by all those involved and outlined various proposals and issues to be addressed to improve Kilkenny’s performance in the 2012 Tidy Towns Competition.

The Members congratulated everyone involved and acknowledged the work of the staff of Kilkenny Borough Council and the Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee and agreed that Kilkenny should be proud of their achievements in the Tidy Towns Competition to date.

Item No. 8:

Update on Talbot Tower Project.
Mr. Brian Tyrrell gave a presentation to the meeting on the progress of the restoration of the Talbot Tower project and advised that the official unveiling of Phase 3 of the works by Minister Jimmy Deegan will take place on 11th November, 2011.
The Members congratulated all involved in the works to date.

Item No. 9:
Kilkenny County Council Water Conservation Project Presentation.

Mr. Michael Murphy, Senior Executive Engineer, Kilkenny County Council, gave a brief presentation to the Members on the Water Conservation Project work to date.  Following this Mr. Murphy responded to a number of queries raised and the Members commended the work carried out.
Item No. 10:
Notice of Motion in the names of Cllr. Andrew McGuinness received 6th July, 2011.
Proposed by:
Cllr. Andrew McGuinness
Seconded by:
Cllr. Joe Reidy
And resolved

“that Kilkenny Borough Council resolve the ongoing issue of flooding at Lord Edward Street, Kilkenny, and as part of this, that the sewage system in the general Butts area be investigated with a view to replacing/fixing any issues arising.”
Item No. 11:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. John Coonan  received 11th August, 2011.

Due to the absence of Cllr. John Coonan it was agreed to defer this item to the November monthly meeting.
Item No. 12:
Notice of Motion in the names of Cllr. Paul Cuddihy, Cllr. Martin Brett, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin, Cllr. Joe Malone, Cllr. John Coonan, Cllr. Betty Manning received 16th August, 2011.

Proposed by:
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy
Seconded by:
Cllr. Martin Brett
And resolved

“that Kilkenny Borough Council as part of the “Age Friendly City and County” encourage all shops and premises to install and/or retain a seat for use by customers who need to rest momentarily while on their premises.”
Item No. 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin  received 4th February, 2011.

Following a discussion, it was 

Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved to amend the original motion as follows:

“That Kilkenny Borough Council will investigate the amendment of the signage strategy to include signage at street and lane junctions indicating the businesses operating there and report back in March, 2012.”
Item No. 15:
Conferences
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin 

Seconded by:

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved 

“that Cllr. David Fitzgerald, Cllr. Martin Brett and Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick attend the AMAI Annual Conference from 8th to 10th September, 2011 in Trim, Co. Meath.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Martin Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin
And Resolved 

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan attend The Heritage Council Conference on 27th October, 2011, in Royal College of Physicians’, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, and Cllr. Noonan also attends The Douglas Hyde Conference 2011 on 4th November, 2011 in BMW Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.”
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







