KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 12th November, 2012 AT 7.30 PM

Mayor:

 Councillor Seán Ó’hArgáin, Presiding.

Present:
Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Paul Cuddihy, Marie Fitzpatrick, David Fitzgerald, Kathleen Funchion, Jimmy Leahy, Andrew McGuinness,  Joe Malone, Malcolm Noonan, Joe Reidy.

Also Present:
Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, Mr Adrian Waldron Administrative Officer, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Trevor Byrne, Staff Officer. Mr, Denis Malone, Senior Planner, Caitriona Reilly, Planner.
                  Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

     Notice dated 5th November, 2012, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1: 
 Confirmation of Minutes:
a) Minutes of Monthly Meeting of  Kilkenny Borough Council held on 8th October, 2012, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick 
Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett 
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”
b) Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 2nd October, 2012 were noted.
Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
· 
Following a discussion on the Kennyswell Road Part 8 proposal it was  agreed to hold an information meeting on Tuesday, 20th November 2012 to facilitate a question and  answer session re Kennyswell Road.  Meeting will be held in Meubles, John Street, at 7pm.
· 
Mayor congratulated Ballyhale Shamrocks on winning the 2012 Senior Hurling Club championship, and congratulated  Dicksboro on  their performance.

· 
Statue to Kilkenny Hurlers / Hurling Monument– will move proposals forward – may be included with Medieval Mile Project
·       Mayor attended “Rememberance Day” Service at St. Canice’s on behalf of Council.  Suggested that a full public service be organised by Kilkenny Borough Council for next year.

· 
Offered congratulations to Kilkenny Handballers for their success at recent events.

Item 3.
Kilkenny City Mediaeval Mile Project.
Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, gave a powerpoint presentation on the Medieval Mile Poject. Projects were initially  identified by Kilkenny Local Authorities  and  submitted to Failte Ireland for funding.  Kilkenny Local Authorities will receive€5.5m in relation to 6 no projects.  County Manager gave a brief outline of all proposed projects.
In a general discussion on the Medieval Mile Project, all members contributed, and generally welcomed the project and also welcomed the funding by Failte Ireland, which had recently been confirmed by Deputy Phil Hogan , Minister for Environment, Community, and Local Government. Members referred to the economic stimulus of such funding, and referred to issues such as the time frame for High Street and St Mary’s and the need to ensure that full information be made available and that consultation with relevant stakeholders and public would be a priority. 
The County Manager welcomed all comments. And stated that the plan is to upgrade the visitor experience in Kilkenny, and that as each project is progressed there will be information and consultation.
Funding for Butts Housing

It was agreed that an item relating to funding for the Butts Housing scheme be included in the December Agenda

Item 4:
Statutory Audit Report and Annual Financial Statement 2011. (enclosed)
The Statutory Audit Report and Annual Financial Statement 2011, having been circulated to members in advance of the meeting, was put before the meeting in accordance with statutory requirements, and presented by Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance.
Questions arising in relation to the Watershed, the Parade, and Capital Funding were responded to by the County Manager and Mr. Dempsey.
The audit report was marked noted, and the Mayor commended Mr Dempsey on the financial position.
Item 5:
Fix date for Annual budget meeting – Budget 2013.
It was agreed to defer fixing a date for the annual budget meeting until after further discussion with J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, on Thursday, 13th December 2012 at 4.00pm in Council Chamber City Hall, for a Budget briefing meeting.
Item 6: 
Kilkenny Arts Festival - (Report on 2012 festival, 40th anniversary 2013)
A presentation was given by Rosemary Collier, CEO, Kilkenny Arts Festival, highlighting the importance of the funding provided by Kilkenny Local Authorities.  Ms. Collier noted that the Festival concentrated on brand identity, working with Kilkenny’s streetscape to achieve a European Festival feel which attracts world class artists.  She made a special plea for funding for 40th anniversary next year.   She also mentioned ‘The Gathering’ and the need for applications to be submitted before 30th November 2012.
The Mayor congratulated Ms. Collier on her first year as festival C.E.O., and stressed the importance of funding for the Arts Festival.  He noted the importance of the Fringe Element, and   agreed ‘The Gathering” is important also and invited ideas / applications.

Members also congratulated Ms Collier and all agreed of the importance of such a prestigious festival to Kilkenny.

Item 7:
 Local Government Reform – “Putting People First” (Guide Document attached).
The Mayor informed the meeting  that he had some discussions with other Councils on the current proposals for Local Government Reform.  It was agreed to arrange a separate meeting – the Mayor to fix date with Whips after this meeting.
Item 8:
 Deans Court – Taking in charge. (Commencement of public process)
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan 
Seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy–
And agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council commence the public process for Taking in Charge of Deans Court”
Cllr Cuddihy requested an update on proposals to take Loretto Lodge in charge.

Item 9: 
County Manager’s Report on the Public Consultation exercise on the 2014 – 2020 Development Plan.
Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Planner, advised members that the County Manager’s report on the public consultation exercise, which he had circulated, required consideration of members and it was agreed to place this item on the December monthly agenda. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







