KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 13th DECEMBER, 2010, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  Martin Brett, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Paul Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Betty Manning,  Marie Fitzpatrick, John Coonan, Andrew McGuinness, Malcolm Noonan,  Seán Ó hArgáin,  Joe Reidy.
Also Present:


Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6th December, 2010, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes:
(a)
Minutes of Joint Meeting of Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council held on 13th October, 2010:
Minutes of Joint Meeting held on 13th October, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Paul Cuddihy
Seconded by Cllr. David Fitzgerald
And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 26th October, 2010:
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 26th October, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick

Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(c)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 28th October, 2010:
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 28th October, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Betty Manning

Seconded by Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(a)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting 8th November, 2010:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th November, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

Seconded by Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
Congratulations
The Mayor expressed his congratulations and best wishes to the following:

1. The Kilkenny Lions Club and all those involved in their 2010 Christmas appeal.
2. All who have contributed to the Mayors Christmas Fund.

3. All involved in the organising of the Christmas Market on the Parade.  The Mayor also appealed to people to support the local economy by shopping local during the Christmas period.  

4. Good Shephard Centre on celebrating 21 years in existence. 

5. The Principals and Staff of the national schools in Kilkenny City which Mayor has visited over the past number of weeks.  
Tidy Towns Awards

The Mayor displayed the awards recently received by Kilkenny in the Tidy Towns Competition 2010 and thanked everyone for their efforts in achieving the awards.

Job Opportunities

The Mayor highlighted the recent provision of 70 no. jobs by Lidl which has recently opened a new premises in Kilkenny, the McDonagh Junction Shopping Centre which has provided an additional 50 no. jobs in the opening of the new Goods Yard and Supermacs which has re-opened providing 60 jobs.  The Mayor extended his best wishes to the success of each venture.
Item No. 3:

Arts Grants 2010.
The following resolution was passed:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that the Arts Grants 2010 be allocated as set out in the Report circulated to the Members on 6th December, 2010.”

Item No. 4:
Update on City Walls (Talbot Tower) Project.
The Members expressed their congratulations to Mr. Brian Tyrrell on his recent appointment as Chairman of the Irish Walled Towns Network.

Mr. Tyrrell gave a brief presentation on the Talbot Tower Project to date and circulated a pack containing information on the Talbot Tower to the Members.  Mr. Tyrrell also thanked Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald and his staff for their hard work and commitment to the project.

The Members thanked Mr. Tyrrell for his presentation and also acknowledged that work of Cllr. Betty Manning through her role as Chairperson on the City Walls Steering Committee.
Item No. 5:
Development of Policies Governing the Use of Civic Spaces for Events/Festivals.
Mr. Brian Tyrrell outlined to the Members through a short presentation on uses that have been made of the Parade and Canal Square Civic Spaces since their renovation.  He requested the agreement of the Members to refer this matter to the Municipal Policy Committee for their consideration in the New Year with the view to adopting a protocol for the use of Civic Spaces for Events/Festivals.  
Item No. 6.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Paul Cuddihy received 1st September, 2010.
Proposed by:
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy
Seconded by:
Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Resolved:

“that Kilkenny Borough Council begin the process to take in charge the estate known as Loreto Lodge located opposite Banim Terrace on the Freshford Road.”
Item No. 7.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin received 6th December, 2010.
Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick

And Resolved:

“that Kilkenny Borough Council will actively pursue the introduction of a public bicycle scheme similar to that introduced in Dublin and other cities.”

Following a discussion, Mr. John Mulholland agreed to investigate the matter and come back to the Members with the terms of such a scheme.
Item No. 8:

Any Other Business

The Mayor and Members extended their appreciation to all those who worked long hours during the recent cold weather spell, i.e. staff of both local authorities, Civil Defence, Members of the Army and Gardaí, HSE Staff and the Media.

It was also agreed that consideration be given to holding a debate on the formulation of responses to severe cold weather conditions such as had occurred in Kilkenny in early and late 2010.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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