KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MARCH MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 14th MARCH, 2011, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  Martin Brett, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
John Coonan, Paul Cuddihy, Joe Malone, Betty Manning,  David Fitzgerald, Seán Ó hArgáin, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Reidy, Malcolm Noonan.

Apologies:
Marie Fitzpatrick, Andrew McGuinness. 
Also Present:


Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.



Apologies:
Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 7th March, 2011, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes:
(a)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th February, 2011:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th February, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Joe Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. John Coonan
And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 1st March, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by
Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

Seconded by
Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising

Mr. Brian Tyrrell clarified that he would come back to the Members at the April Monthly meeting confirming that the lease for Freebooters Soccer Club at the Fair Green is in place.
Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
Japanese Earthquake Disaster
The Mayor extended the sympathy of the Borough Council to the Japanese people on the loss  of so many lives in the recent earthquake disaster and informed the Members that he has forwarded the condolences of the Borough Council to the Japanese Ambassador.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations

The Mayor expressed his appreciation, congratulations and best wishes to the following:

1. Deputy Phil Hogan, T.D., Deputy Ann Phelan, T.D. on their success in the recent General Election and Cllr. Kathleen Funchion on her good performance.

2. O’Loughlin Gaels G.A.A. Club on their efforts in reaching the All-Ireland Club Final.

3. The organisers and all those who participated in the Junior Achievement Awards, Young Entrepreneurs Regional Awards and Kilkenny Sports Star Awards.

4. Pat Shortiss on celebrating his 90th birthday.
5. Launch of the Carers Mini Marathon to be held on 2nd May, 2011.

6. Organisers and all those who took part in the recent INTO Handwriting Competition.

7. Organisers and all those who participated in the Kilkenny 13th Annual Musical Festival.

The Mayor confirmed to the Members that he has extended an invitation in writing to Deputy Phil Hogan to attend the April Borough Council Meeting.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
The Mayor informed the meeting that the St. Patrick’s Day Parade will take place at 4.00 p.m, encouraged the public to support this event and acknowledged the work carried out by the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee in organising the Parade.
Kilkenny County Drugs Committee
The Mayor informed the Members that he received an expression of appreciation from the Kilkenny County Drugs Committee for the recent grant of €1,000 they received from the Borough Council.

Street Performance World Championship 2011 

The Mayor stated that a request has been received from the organisers of the Street Performance World Championship for Kilkenny to host the event and the Mayor has agreed to accept an invitation to attend the Street Performance World Championship 2011 in Portlaoise from 11th – 12th June.
Item No. 3:
Road Works Scheme 2011.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald circulated a report on the Roadworks Scheme 2011 and explained the content.

Mr. Fitzgerald responded to queries raised in relation to specific areas, including Fr. Hayden Road, footpaths on the Castle Road, Nuncio Road, pedestrianisation of James Street and agreed to investigate the issue of flooding between PermanentTSB and Argos inHigh Street.  Mr. Fitzgerald also informed the Members that a full programme for Mobility Improvement will be brought to the Members at the next meeting.

Members welcomed the report and complimented the Executive on the standard of workmanship and on the quality of the programme being carried out under exceptional financial circumstances.
Item No. 4:
John’s Green Part VII.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald circulated and went through the County Manager’s Report explaining the proposals involved in the scheme and outlining the issues raised in the submissions received together with the responses in relation to the points raised.

The Members expressed their support for the scheme and during a discussion raised a number of issues in relation to the following:

· Erection of a plaque re the history of the area.

· Designated parking for residents of Gas House Lane.

· Historic/Tourism Interpretative Signage.

Mr. John Mulholland agreed to investigate the possibility of erecting a plaque re the history of the area and come back to the Members with a proposal.

Item No. 5:
Report on Provision of Public Toilets in Market Yard.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald circulated a report to the Members detailing the proposals for the provision of public toilet facilities at the Market Yard.
The Members welcomed the report and its content and agreed that the detailed proposals be prepared and the project be advertised for Part VII planning approval as soon as possible.

Item No. 6.
Update on Robertshill Development.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald circulated a report on the progress made to date for the taking in charge of Robertshill Housing Development.
The Members thanked Mr. Fitzgerald for his report and expressed their appreciation for the work carried out to date.

Item No. 7:
Notice of Motion in the names of Cllr. David Fitzgerald  received 14th February, 2011.
Proposed by:
Cllr. David Fitzgerald,
Seconded by:
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy,

And resolved

“that Kilkenny Borough Council as a matter of priority prepares a study of St. Maul’s Graveyard and with a view to adopting a conservation plan and undertakes work to consolidate this important Norman graveyard which include the remains of residents of Kilkenny poorhouse.”

Following a discussion, Mr. John Mulholland agreed that an investigation would be carried out in-house which will inform as to the next step to be taken.
Item No. 8:
Any Other Business.
Watergate Theatre

Cllr. Seán ÓhArgáin requested that the Manager of the Watergate Theatre would make a presentation to the Members re the current position of the Theatre.

Cllr. ÓhArgáin was informed that it was agreed at the Adjourned February Monthly meeting that the Manager of Watergate Theatre would make such a presentation at the April Meeting.

Item No. 9:
Conferences
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Malone

And Resolved

“that Cllr. John Coonan would attend a conference “Development the Social Economy to Stimulate Economic Growth” on 24th and 25th March, 2011 in Listowel, Co. Kerry.” 

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán ÓhArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved

“that Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick would attend the AMAI Spring Conference on 11th and 12th February, 2011, in Bantry, Co. Cork.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







