KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

9th JULY, 2007, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor Marie Fitzpatrick, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett,  J. Coonan,  P. Crotty, M. Lanigan,  B. Manning, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan,  S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy.
Apologies:

J. Cody, P. Cuddihy.
Also Present:


Mr. M. Mullally, A/Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 2nd July, 2007 convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item No. 1. 
Minutes:

(a) Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th June, 2007 having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation,  it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

It was agreed that the item referred to at the June meeting under “Planning for Infrastructure within the City” be amended to include the Troyswood and Radestown Water Supplies.











/…
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It was agreed that the item referred to at the June meeting under “Litter Management Plan May to December 2007” be amended to include a reference to returning items of litter to their source.                                     

(b) Annual Meeting:

Proposed by Cllr. P. Crotty

Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan 

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
The Mayor extended best wishes to the Unity Singers on their 40th Anniversary.  The Mayor suggested that the Unity Singers might be invited to a function in City Hall in September.

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:
(i) Green Street:
Following a request by Cllr. M. Noonan, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer agreed to re-activate the previously rejected Part 8 proposal for traffic, parking and amenity area at Green Street.
(ii)

Oil Spillage at River Breagagh:
In reply to an enquiry from Cllr. Noonan,  Mr. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer
informed members that a recent oil spill at the Breagagh was being attended to.  The source has been identified, curtailed and isolated.  Repair work is currently underway.
(iii)
Chesterbridge Development at McDonagh Station:

Members expressed concerns regarding the extension of working hours to Sundays and Bank Holidays at the McDonagh Station development.

Mr. B. Tyrrell informed members that an application had been received from the developer to carry out works on Sunday and Bank Holidays until October.  Mr. Tyrrell stated that the Planning Authority had agreed to the request.  The developer and contractor were being requested to ensure that disruption to the local residents was kept to a minimum.
Members were of the view that the notice given to residents was too short and requested that there be some engagement with the Ossory Park Residents    
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Committee.  Mr. Tyrrell agreed to try to arrange an appropriate meeting as suggested by members.
(iv) Take-away premises:
Cllr. Crotty raised an issue in relation to what he felt was the application of different conditions to similar take-away premises and requested clarity.  Mr. B. Tyrrell replied confirming that he hoped the forthcoming report on take-away premises would be of assistance in the adoption of appropriate policies in this area for the next City and Environs Development Plan.
(v)

Public Toilets at the Parade:

Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, advised members that the public consultation period for the proposals relating to new toilets and a kiosk at the Parade had closed on Friday 6th July, 2007.  A total of three submissions had been received.  He hoped to have the County Managers Report for the September monthly meeting.  The works would then be carried with the Parade Project.
It was agreed by all members that the existing toilets be closed with immediate effect.

Mr. Fitzgerald provided an update for members on progress being made on the Parade Project and referred to the need for storage areas at Nuncio Road, the Scouts Den, Bennettsbridge Road and the Pumping Station, Canal Walk.
(v) Sale of Site at Walkin Street:

Cllr. J. Reidy expressed concern that a site at Walkin Street/Old Callan Road, which had been sold recently by Kilkenny Borough Council had been advertised for sale, and felt that in future members should have more information available to them when deciding on a disposal of property.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald outlined the background to the transaction and informed members in relation to the small size of the site, its commercial constraints and how the Borough Council had been paid €280,000 for the site.
He further informed members that Kilkenny Borough had a performance bond in place which would ensure that four accommodation units would be acquired at a fixed cost and further outlined the Part V arrangement on the site.

(vi) Signage at Road Works:
Councillor Lanigan asked that signage at roadworks be erected in such manner as to prevent interference which in turn can cause problems for motorists.                                                                                          /…
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(vii) Footpaths at Kennyswell:

Cllr. B. Manning requested that repairs be carried out on damaged footpaths at Kennyswell.  It was agreed to refer this matter to Kilkenny County Council who have responsibility for this area.
Item 4:
Agree dates for further meeting re: City and Environs



Development Plan:
It was agreed to hold further meetings as follows:-

(i)

Tuesday 17th July at 6.00 p.m. in City Hall
(ii)

Thursday 19th July at 6.00 p.m. in City Hall
(iii)

Tuesday 24th July at 6.00 p.m. in Parade Tower – joint meeting 

with Kilkenny Co. Council
Item 5:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme:

Members considered the report as circulated by Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, giving an update on progress at the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Item 6:
Housing Report:

Mr. K. Fitzgerald provided a review report on Kilkenny Borough Councils Plan for Social Housing 2004- 2008.
Mr. Fitzgerald responded to a number of questions regarding vacancies, stock control, re-letting and the content of tenancy agreement.
Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to provide members with details of the current housing list and on inspections carried out on private accommodation.

Mr. Fitzgerald also referred to the impact which the “Part V” accommodation units will have in the coming years.
Item 7:
Agree date for consideration of Capital Budget:

It was agreed to hold a Special Meeting on 17th July, 2007 at 5.30 p.m. to consider the Kilkenny Borough Council Capital Budget.
Item 8:
Sanitary Services – Extension of Section 85 Agreement


with Kilkenny Co. Council to 31st July, 2007:

It was 
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
            Seconded by:

M. Brett

            And Agreed:





/…
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“That we the members of Kilkenny Borough Council hereby agree to enter into an agreement with Kilkenny County Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to enable Kilkenny Borough Council to carry out all the statutory powers, functions and duties of Kilkenny County Council as a Sanitary Authority in relation to Water Supply and Sewerage services in the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council for the period 1st July, 2007 to 31st July, 2007.                                                                      
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
__________________ 



MAYOR

Date:

__________________
