KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

12th APRIL, 2010, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Betty Manning, Paul Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Marie Fitzpatrick, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy,  Andrew McGuinness.

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6TH April , 2010, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th March, 2010
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th March, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item No. 2:
 Motion to Adjourn:

It was  Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett

             Seconded by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness

             And Agreed:

“That the meeting be adjourned for a short period”

The meeting adjourned until 7.55 p.m.
Item No. 3:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor:
(i)
Vote of Sympathy:
The Mayor referred to the recent tragedies and requested that the sympathy of the Kilkenny Borough Council be extended to:

The Polish nation on the tragic death of the President of Poland, Lech Kaczynski and his wife and other Polish Officials who died in an air crash on     10th April, 2010.
The family of the late  Toyosi Shittabey who was killed in tragic circumstances in Tyrrellstown, Dublin on 6th April, 2010.

The resolutions were then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.
(ii)
One-way Traffic Management System:
The Mayor referred to the trial one-way traffic system which had commenced on 6th April, 2010, and had been the subject of much public debate and opposition from business interests, particularly in John Street.  The Mayor invited the County and City Manager, Mr. Joe Crockett to update Members on the current position.  The Mayor also thanked the large public attendance for their interest and involvement.
The Manager outlined the background to the introduction of the one-way traffic scheme and referred to the public consultation process.  The Mobility Management Plan, which had been adopted unanimously had sought to:

(1)
Consolidate the City Centre

(2)
Promote Business

(3)
Maintain and strengthen Kilkenny as a strong tourism destination

(4)
Prioritise pedestrians and cyclists.

He referred to the agreed need to improve the public realm and to ensure that Kilkenny was in a position to compete with other destinations in retail, tourism, cultural activities.  He also referred to Kilkenny’s Smarter Travel bid, which if successful would be matched by a similar local contribution.
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Mr. Crockett acknowledged that the one-way system had not worked as well as had been anticipated, and that whilst pedestrian movement had improved, vehicular movement had been quite poor, with some improvements due to some technical alterations to traffic light phasing’s etc.  He also advised Members that the opening of the M9 motorway had resulted in 7,000 vehicles extra per day on the ring Road.  He also noted  that vehicles traversing Greens Bridge had increased from 13,000 per day to 17,000 per day, and had caused considerable delays in traffic movement.  He was now proposing a modification to the system as follows:
· A scaling back of the current one-way system

· The one-way system at Michael Street and Back Lane would remain permanently

· The one-way system in High Street would remain on trial

· John Street and Rose Inn Street would revert to two way traffic from Saturday 17th April, 2010.  The one-way system would be deferred pending the determination of the Central Access Scheme and the outcome of the Smarter Travel Bid.

The Managers proposal was then formally 

Proposed by Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick

Seconded by Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

During the ensuing debate, all members contributed.  Members referred to what they felt was traffic chaos on the first two days of implementation.  Members also expressed the views of business people who felt that the one-way traffic management system was having a dramatic effect on their trade.  The need for a third river bridge crossing was referred to, as was the need to complete the Central Access Scheme and the outer Northern section of the Ring Road.  Some members expressed the view that the trial system be abolished completely and that the signage etc. be dismantled immediately.
Members also referred to the disappointing outcome of the trial period and acknowledged the unanimous decision to implement the one-way system.

An amendment was then Proposed by Cllr. David Fitzgerald
                                              Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett

“That the current trial one-way traffic management system be discontinued with immediate effect”.

Following a vote, the original motion as proposed by Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr. Paul Cuddihy was adopted with seven (7) members voting in favour  and five (5) voting against as follows:
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IN FAVOUR




AGAINST
Cllr. John Coonan




Cllr. Martin Brett

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy




Cllr. David Fitzgerald
Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick



Cllr. Joe Malone

Cllr. Kathleen Funchion



Cllr. Betty Manning

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan



Cllr. Andrew McGuinness    (5)

Cllr. Sean O’hArgáin

Cllr Joe Reidy                   (7)

 It was agreed that members would meet on Thursday 22nd April, 2010 to review matters.
(iii)
 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2010:
The Mayor congratulated all those involved in the successful St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Kilkenny.
(iv)
 Votes of Congratulations.:
The Mayer conveyed congratulations to the following:

· St. Kieran’s College Senior Colleges Hurling All-Ireland winners

· St. Canice’s N.S. and Loreto Secondary Schools for their success at the National Feis Ceoil

· Ballyhale Shamrocks on their recent success in the Senior Hurling Club All-Ireland final.

(v)
URBACT Conference:
The Mayor advised the members that the Urbact Conference would be held in Kilkenny at the Parade Tower on 27th and 28th April, 2010.  The topic will be the sustainable development of historic town centres.
Item No. 4:

(1)  Local Government Auditors Report for year ended 31.12.2008.
The contents of the Auditors Report and the Managers replies were noted and it was Proposed by Cllr. Sean O’hArgáin
           Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett

           And Agreed:

“That the Local Government Auditors Report for the year ended 31.12.2008 be and is hereby adopted”.
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(2)  Annual Financial Statement 2009:
The Annual Financial Statement for 2009 which had been circulated to the members on 8th April, 2010 was considered and it was:
Proposed by Cllr. Cllr. Sean O’hArgáin

Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett

And Agreed:

“That the Annual Financial Statement be adopted”.

(3)  Over-expenditure Annual Financial Statement 2009:
It was  Proposed by Cllr. Cllr. Sean O’hArgáin


Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett


And Agreed:

“That Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of Excess Expenditure for year ending 31.12.2009 in the sum of €1,180,335.00 as set out in the schedule circulated on 8th April, 2010 with the 2009 Annual Financial Statement in accordance with S.104(2) of the Local Government Act of 2001”,
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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