KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

27TH NOVEMBER, 2007, AT 7.30 PM

Deputy Mayor, Councillor  S ÓhArgáin, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning.
Apologies:
Mayor M. Fitzpatrick, J. Cody, P. Crotty, M. Brett and J. Crockett, County Manager.
Also Present:


Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 21st November, 2007 convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
Minutes:

(a) Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th October, 2007, having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

· 2  -

Matters Arising from Minutes:

(i)

Signage:
The Members highlighted the problem of illegal signage in the City and requested in particular that signage in relation to events should be removed as soon as the relevant event is over.

(ii)

Part 8 Proposal at Robertshill:
It was stated by the Members that the recent media coverage in relation to this development was inaccurate in stating that this proposal involved a tower block when the proposal involves 2 no. modest blocks incorporating 8 no. single units.
Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Deputy Mayor
(i) Urbanism Award:
The Deputy Mayor acknowledged the recent Urbanism Award bestowed on Kilkenny by the Academy of Urbanism, namely “A Great Town of Great Britain and Ireland 2008”.   He stated that this achievement would not have been possible but for the hard work put in by all involved prior to and on the judging day.
(ii)

Vandalism of Lifebuoys:    
The Deputy Mayor mentioned the continuing vandalism of the lifebuoys along the River Nore and appealed to the citizens of Kilkenny to report any incidents of same.
(iii) Rothe House Garden Project:
The Deputy Mayor highlighted the current initiative put in place by Rothe House in the development of the medieval garden.  This initiative allows members of the public to own an item in the medieval garden which would make an ideal Christmas present.
(iv) Christmas Lights:

The Deputy Mayor congratulated the Committee involved in the erection of the Christmas lights which were officially turned on at a ceremony held on the forecourt of City Hall on Monday, 26th November, 2007.

(v)

Condolences:
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

Paul O’Dwyer, 35, Bishop Birch Place, Kilkenny.
Richard Delaney, 20, Plas Dhonaill Mhic Amhlaigh, Kilkenny.
Ned Lawless, 48, Newpark, Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

(v) Christmas Festival Brochure

The Deputy Mayor congratulated those involved in the production of the Kilkenny Christmas Festival Brochure.

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

(i)

Completion of Paving on Parliament Street:

In reply to a query raised, Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to contact the County Council in relation to this matter and encourage the completion of these works as a matter of urgency.
(ii) Parade Project:
In response to a request for an update on the Parade Project, Mr. Fitzgerald informed the meeting that the Project is currently at the Tender Stage with tenders due to be returned no later than Friday, 7th December.  The Project will have to accommodate a wide range of interests but should have a duration period of approximately 15 months.
(iii) Public Lighting at Rose Inn Street:
Mr. Fitzgerald stated that discussions have taken place with the E.S.B. in relation to this matter and it has been agreed that overhead lights would be removed as soon as alternative lighting is in place.

(iv) Inner Relief Road:
It was agreed to hold an open debate on this issue in the near future, possibly at the January Monthly Meeting.
(v) Provision of footpaths on the Kells Road:

The meeting was informed that this issue was a matter for the County Council and has been raised at the Kilkenny Area Meetings.  Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to make contact with the relevant officials in the County Council regarding same.


(vi) Update on James Green/Railings:

In reply to a request for an update, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the Borough Council is presently seeking advice on how best to preserve the area.  Arrangements are being made to procure railings and limestone to improve this area and the top of James Street.  Works to be carried out in relation to planting should be completed in time for Easter 2008.

(vii) Wellington Square/James Street:

Following a discussion, Mr. Fitzgerald advised the Members that he has met with a delegation of users of the area.  The laneway at the northern side of the shopping centre is privately owned.  The public area is situated at the school side.  Mr. Fitzgerald stated that this area is being monitored and this surveillance should produce some results regarding illegal dumping and Anti-Social Behaviour.  Mr. Fitzgerald paid tribute to the management of the adjacent shopping centre for their co-operation.
(viii) Pedestrian Crossing at Rose Inn Street:

Members queried as to when the lights on the pedestrian crossing at Rose Inn Street will be activated.  In reply Mr. Fitzgerald acknowledged that it was time the crossing was activated and agreed to contact the E.S.B. in relation to this matter.

(ix) Site at Kieran Street, Kilkenny:

Replying to a query raised in relation to this issue, Mr. Tyrrell stated that planning permission was granted on this site recently.  Therefore, it is presumed that this development will go ahead in due course.  Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the Borough Council will have to proceed with improvement works on Kieran Street taking into consideration the proposed development in order to have works completed before the next tourism season.

(x) Progress Report on Notices of Motion

Replying to queries raised Mr. Tyrrell informed the Members that this Report is currently being updated and will be circulated to the Members as soon as possible.
(xi) Notice of Meeting 

Mr. B. Tyrrell notified the Members of an SPC Meeting on “Climate Change Strategy” to be held in the Council Chambers, County Hall, on 5th December, 2007.
Item 4:
Part 8 – Top Street, Ossory Park, Hebron Road, Kilkenny.

The Members welcomed the Manager’s Report as circulated following the consultation phase of this Part 8 procedure.  The following queries were raised by the Members:
· Timescale for the Project.

· Possibility of a sustainable heating system being installed in the housing units.

In reply Mr. Fitzgerald stated that he would investigate the possibility of a sustainable heating system.  He also informed the Members that there is an ongoing commitment from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, to the completion of the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.  It is proposed to have Contractors on site in the second half of 2008.

Item 5:
Fix Dates for Budget Meetings

Mr. Tyrrell outlined to the Members that the prescribed period for the holding of 2008 Budget meetings is from 25th November, 2007 to 15th January, 2008.  It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed
· Open Statutory Budget meeting on Thursday, 13th December, 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

· Re-convened Open Statutory Budget meeting on Tuesday, 18th December, 2007 at 8.00 p.m.

Item 6:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald took the members through the Report as circulated and replied to a number of queries raised.

Item 7:
Progress Report on Conservation Projects.

It was agreed to deferred this item to the December Monthly meeting in order to allow Dearbhla Ledwidge, Heritage Officer, to attend.
Item 8:
Presentation by Kilkenny Youth Forum, “A Voice 4 Youth”

The Deputy Mayor welcomed representatives from the Kilkenny Youth Forum to the meeting and invited them to make their presentation.

Representatives made their presentation to the meeting which outlined their proposals to set up a Youth Council in Kilkenny.  A request was made from the Forum for a contribution from the Borough Council towards this initiative in the sum of €25,000.

Following the presentation, a number of queries were raised by the Members to which Representatives responded.

Item 9:
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

A discussion took place in relation to this issue in which it was agreed by the Members that it should not be the responsibility of the Borough Council to provide a Parade but to facilitate the provision of a Parade on St. Patrick’s Day.  It was suggested and agreed to by Mr. Tyrrell that he would contact the relevant Voluntary Groups in order to arrange a joint meeting to discuss this issue.

Item 10:
Arts Grants

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

And Agreed

“that the Arts Grants Fund be allocated as set out in report circulated to the Members on 5th November, 2007.”

Item 11:
Draft Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws.

Following a discussion the Members agreed to the contents of the draft Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws as circulated on 5th November, 2007.

Item 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 11.01.07.

Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed

“That the surface water problem at Cullen’s House, O’Loughlin Road, be resolved forthwith and that the surface water drains in the area be cleaned.”

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that this issue has been investigated.  There is a cleaning programme currently in place in the O’Loughlin Road area.
Item 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. P. Cuddihy received 02.10.07.

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council initiate consultations with the residents of Haughney’s Gardens, with a view to improving access to parking facilities, including emergency vehicle access.”

The Members stated that people in this area are concerned about access for emergency vehicles.  Mr. K. Fitzgerald agreed to meet with a representative from the area.
Items 14 & 17:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 18.10.07 and Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 31.10.07.
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“That a joint initiative by Kilkenny Local Authorities be undertaken to enable an agreed roll out of cycle lanes and pedestrian ways in a structured and coordinated manner throughout Kilkenny City and Environs.

Kilkenny Borough Council is concerned at the difficulty of travelling by bicycle in the city centre and undertakes to implement and strengthen the existing cycle lanes plan adopted in recent years, and to prioritise both cyclists and pedestrians in the implementation of the City Centre Local Area Plan.” 

Item 15:
Notice of Motion in the of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 31.10.07.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“Kilkenny Borough Council condemns the recent closure of the public playground in the Castle Park, and the indication that it may not reopen in the near future.  The Council undertakes to contact the Office of Public Works to ensure its speedy reopening, and undertakes to examine the opening of further public play facilities in the Borough Council area.”

Following a discussion it was agreed that the Borough Council would contact the OPW and outline the Members dissatisfaction with the manner in which this matter was handled.

Item 16:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 18.10.07.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Local Authorities carry out an inspection of all street and road water gully’s and manhole covers to enable corrective works in the interest of road safety for all users.”

Item 19:
Correspondence

Raising Public Awareness on Flooding

Mr. B. Tyrrell brought to the attention of the Members correspondence issued from the OPW detailing information on two websites which have been set up by the OPW dealing with flooding matters.  The websites are named www.flooding.ie and www.floodmaps.ie .  Both websites may be accessed direct or through the OPW website. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







