KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

14TH APRIL, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Deputy Mayor, Councillor  S. ÓhArgáin, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, P. Crotty, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning.  Cllr. N. Frawley took his seat following his co-option.
Apologies:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick and Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager.
Also Present:


Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. J. Mullholland, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Planner, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 8th April, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Adjournment of Meeting:
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan,

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy,

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council adjourned its April monthly meeting for a period of 10 minutes as a mark of respect for the death of Mr. Patrick Hillery, former President of Ireland.”

All members expressed their sympathies to the Hillery Family and requested that a letter of sympathy on behalf of the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council be sent in respect of same.
The resolution was put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.
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Item 1. 
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th March, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th March, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.
The minutes were then signed by the Deputy Mayor.

Matters Arising from Minutes:

Parade Project:
Mr. Fitzgerald advised the Members that the Mayor and County Manager signed the relevant contracts on Friday, 11th April, 2008, with the main Contractors for the project and the Contractors were on site 14th April, 2008.  The contract period is 16 months.  He went on to explain that the project would be phased in order to minimise disruption and let businesses function as near to normality as possible.  

The Members welcomed the project and asked for the co-operation of the people of Kilkenny during construction works.  
In response to a query regarding the provision of public toilet facilities, Mr. J. McCormack informed the Members that the Borough Council would re-engage with the Office of Public Works with a view to the provision of toilet facilities in the Castle grounds.  Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the construction of toilet facilities as part of the Parade project is part of the first phase.
The Members requested that signage be erected on site giving details of the main Contractor together with an illustration of the project.
Mr. Fitzgerald advised that the Borough Council has employed a full time Project Manager who will provide on going up to date information as the project progresses.
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Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Deputy Mayor
Condolences
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

Geraldine Carroll, Haltigan Terrace, Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Closure of Kilkenny Meteorological Office.

The Deputy Mayor and Members expressed their thanks and best wishes to all staff who served in the Kilkenny Meteorological Office.  The Meteorological Office closed in Kilkenny recently and transferred to Carlow as an automated service.   The Mayor has agreed to hold a Civic Reception for all staff involved with the Meteorological Office and will be inviting the Head of the Meteorological Service to attend.
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The Deputy Mayor expressed his thanks to all who took part in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, in particular the community groups.  He acknowledged the hard work undertaken by the organising committee to ensure that the parade went ahead and to the involvement of An Garda Síochana.  

The Deputy Mayor advised the meeting that the Committee has met once since to review the Parade and a public meeting will be held in the near future in relation to the organisation of the 2009 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Young Drivers.

The Deputy Mayor and Members expressed strong concerns regarding the use of particular areas within the City and Environs for the purpose of driving high powered cars at high speeds, causing a nuisance to residents who live adjacent to these areas.  Following a discussion the following was agreed by the Members:

1) Contact made with the Department of Transport regarding the enactment of legislation on the modification of engine sizes.  

2) Contact made with the owners of the car park involved at Smithslands, Kilkenny, with a view to restricting access.

3) The matter brought to the attention of the Gardaí and a request made to them to take the appropriate action.
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Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

Flooding at Green Street.
In response to a request for an update on this matter, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the situation has been rectified.
Local Government Reform.

Sanitary Services Function
The Members expressed their concerns regarding the rate being charged by Kilkenny County Council for water charges on commercial properties.  

Mr. J. McCormack stated that the transfer of the Sanitary Services function is a requirement of the Local Government Act 2001.  The rate imposed in relation to the water charges is a requirement under the National Water Pricing Policy on foot of an E.U. Directive.  Mr. McCormack further stated that a debate will commence shortly on Local Government Reform.

Planning Function

Concerns were raised by the Members regarding a recent submission by the Green Party in relation to Local Government Reform and in particular expressing the view that the powers as Planning Authorities should be removed from Town Councils and transferred to the relevant County and City Councils.

In response to questions about discussing live planning applications, Mr. J. McCormack outlined that the legal advice obtained by the Borough Council concluded that it would be inappropriate to do so at Borough Council Meetings.

The Members requested that other Borough Councils and County Councils particularly within the South and East of Ireland, be contacted regarding this matter and the results of which be reported back to the Members at the June meeting.

An Bord Pleanála Decision re Planning Status of Lap Dancing Club at Parliament Street, Kilkenny.

Replying to a query raised, Mr. Tyrrell advised the Members that a decision has not been issued to date.  An Bord Pleanála are expected to issue a decision on this matter in early May.
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Item 4:

Adoption of Loughmacask Local Area Plan and Variation No. 10 to Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan.
Variation No. 10 to Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council being the Planning Authority for its functional area and in accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2002, 

having published notice of the Proposed Variation to the Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan entitled “Variation No 10 - The accommodation of the recommendations of the proposed Loughmacask Local Area Plan” in accordance with Section 13(3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000,
having considered the County Manager’s report prepared in accordance with Section 13(4) of the Planning and Development Act 2000,

hereby makes under section 13(6) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 the Variation to the Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan 2002 entitled “Variation No.10 to Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan - The accommodation of the recommendations of the proposed Loughmacask Local Area Plan” in accordance with Section 13(3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.”

Loughmacask Local Area Plan
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

“that Kilkenny Borough Council having considered the proposal to make a local area plan for Loughmacask, under Section 18 of the Planning & Development Act 2000,

Having considered the County Managers Report of the 28th November 2007 on the written submissions to the Draft plan 

Having considered that the proposal should be varied and modified in accordance with our decisions made at meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 17th December, 2007.
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Having published the proposed amendments on the 31st December 2007

Having considered the managers report of the 19th March 2008 on the submissions in relation to the proposed amendments at Meeting held on 14th April, 2008 do hereby make the Loughmacask Local Area Plan 2008”. 

Item 5:
Inner Relief Road Update.
Mr. J. Mullholland, Director of Services, gave a presentation to the Members on the current status of the Inner Relief Road Project.
Following the presentation the Members congratulated Mr. Mullholland and his staff on their efforts to date.  The Members acknowledged that there has never been as much consultation carried out on such a project.  Members were generally supportive of the Inner Relief Road and referred to the benefits this road will bring to areas such as Dominic Street, Stephen Street, Rioch Street and Kennyswell.  Members were also in general in agreement on the principles underpinning the need for the Inner Relief Road and noted the opportunity to restore Greensbridge following construction of the road.
Item 6:
Fill Casual Vacancy following the resignation of Councillor Joe Cody.
The Deputy Mayor expressed his thanks on behalf of the Labour Party to the Members for their support to Cllr. Joe Cody over the last number of months. 
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“that in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001, Kilkenny Borough Council by resolution at the Ordinary Meeting on 14th April, 2008, hereby co-opts Mr. Noel Frawley, 4, Cashel Avenue, Cashel Downes, Kilkenny, Member of the Labour Party, to replace Cllr. Joe Cody as a Member of Kilkenny Borough Council.

Mr. Noel Frawley, 4, Cashel Avenue, Cashel Downes, Kilkenny, has indicated in writing prior to the meeting that he is consenting to be co-opted if the Council decided to accept his nomination”.

The Deputy Mayor requested Cllr. Frawley to come forward and take his seat in the Council Chamber.
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All Members paid tribute to Cllr. Joe Cody for his many years of service on the Borough Council and welcomed Cllr. Frawley to the Borough Council and the Chamber.

Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, on behalf of the staff of Kilkenny Borough Council, paid tribute to Cllr. Joe Cody and also welcomed Cllr. Frawley to the Chamber. 
Cllr. Frawley expressed his appreciation to the Members and Executive for their good wishes and also thanked Cllr. Joe Cody and Seamus Pattison for their support.

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy,

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett,

And Agreed

“that Standing Orders be suspended to extend the duration of the meeting past 10.00 p.m. to deal with Item Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.”

Item 7:
Disposal of interest in lands at Market yard, Kilkenny.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

And Agreed,

“that Kilkenny Borough Council in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in lands at Market Yard, Kilkenny, to the Courts Service, being required for the proposed redevelopment of Kilkenny Courthouse, as follows:
· Site of three sheds, currently used by Kilkenny Country Markets Ltd., for the sum of €470,000.00
· Site of public toilets for the sum of €375,000.00
as per notification and attached map circulated to Members on 2nd April, 2008.”
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Item 8:
Disposal of interest in lands at No. 13, Corcoran Terrace, Kells Road, Kilkenny.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed,

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at 13, Corcoran Terrace, Kells Road, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to Members on 11th March, 2008.”

Item 9:
Disposal of interest in lands at Hebron Road, Kilkenny to Kilkenny County Council.
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett,

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness,

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Hebron Road, Kilkenny, to Kilkenny County Council for the nominal sum of €100.00 with Kilkenny County Council being responsible for all the legal costs associated with the disposal, as per notification issued to the Members on 11th March, 2008.”
Item 10:
Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Ossory Park/Ballybough Street.
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness,
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy,

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council having followed the procedure set down under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993, hereby extinguishes the public Right of Way between Ballybough Street and Ossory Park”.
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Item 11:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
The Senior Engineer’s Report as circulated was taken as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







