KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

20th APRIL, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, M. Noonan, B. Manning, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, M. Lanigan, M. Fitzpatrick, N. Frawley.


Apologies:
A. McGuinness, Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager.



 

Also Present:


Mr. J. Mulholland,  Director of Services, Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, Kilkenny Local Authorities, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 13th April, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th February, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th March, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from Minutes
Toilets Facilities at The Parade.
Following a query regarding the provision of toilet facilities at the Parade, Mr. K. Fitzgerald confirmed that these facilities would be in place for the tourist season in 2009, the target date being the June Bank Holiday weekend.  Mr. Fitzgerald also stated that there has been no down time on the project but there was an emphasis on completing the Canal Square on time for Kilkenny 400 Easter Weekend Celebrations.
The Watershed Complex.
In reply to a request for an up to date position regarding the re-opening of the swimming pool section of the complex, Mr. John Dempsey informed the meeting that work is due to be completed this week.  Following this, some testing of the surface will take place with a view to re-opening this section of the complex on week commencing 27th April, 2009. 
Item No. 10 – Notice of Motion.

It was agreed that correspondence be issued to the Minister for Finance in relation to this Notice of Motion.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Canal Square
The Mayor complimented the work carried out on the refurbishment of the Canal Square which was completed and open in time for the Kilkenny 400 Easter Weekend Celebrations.  Mr. K. Fitzgerald informed the meeting that street furniture will be installed within the next few weeks which will further enhance the area.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
The Mayor expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Members of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee and Cllrs. S. Ó hArgáin, M. Noonan and P. Cuddihy, for their work in organising the Parade.  The Mayor also expressed his appreciation to Deputy Mayor B. Manning for representing him at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Congratulations
The Mayor expressed his congratulations to the following:

1. The Kilkenny 400 Celebrations Committee and all involved in the organising of the showcase event to launch the Kilkenny 400 Celebrations at the Easter Weekend which proved to be an enormous success.

2. Kilkenny Rugby Club on their recent success.

Irish Association for Supported Employment

The Mayor highlighted and acknowledged the work being carried out by the Irish Association for Supported Employment which offers assistance to Employers and people with disabilities to be placed in the work place.

Freedom of the City

The Mayor confirmed that Kilkenny Borough Council had decided to confer the Freedom of the City on President of Ireland, Mrs. Mary McAleese on 19th May, 2009, at 10.00 a.m.  It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that a Special Meeting be held on 19th May, 2009, at 10.00 a.m. in The Great Hall, Kilkenny Castle, for the purpose of conferring the Freedom of the City of Kilkenny, on President of Ireland, Mary McAleese”.

Local Elections 2009

With the consent of the Mayor, Mr. Brian Tyrrell informed the Members that the Notice of Election will appear in the Kilkenny People this week and period for nominations will be from 9th to 16th May, 2009.  Guidance Notes on election spending limits was also circulated.
Item 3:
Disposal of Interest in Lands at No. 2, Corcoran Terrace, Kells Road, Kilkenny.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at No. 2 Corcoran Terrace, Kells Road, Kilkenny.”

Item 4:
Auditor’s Report and Annual Financial Statement 2007. 
Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, replied to a number of issues raised by the Members in relation to the Auditor’s Report and Annual Financial Statement 2007 and particular references were made to development contributions, refuse collection and non-payment of fines.  Following a lengthy discussion it was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

And Agreed

“that the Audit Report as read and Annual Financial Statement 2007 as circulated  is hereby adopted.”
Item 5:
Report on Part 8  Development at Talbots Tower, Ormonde Road and Lower New Street, Kilkenny.

 The Members welcomed the Manager’s Report on the proposed development and following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. B. Manning

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed

“that the proposed Part 8 Development at Talbots Tower, Ormonde Road and Lower New Street, Kilkenny, be carried out in accordance with the Manager’s Report, as circulated.”

Item 6:
Road Works Scheme 2009.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald explained to the Members that the Scheme before them was a draft scheme and requires further revision following very recent notification from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, of a reduction of €232,000 in the Block Grant for 2009. 
Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to carry out the necessary revisions and come back to the Members at the next meeting with a revised scheme.

Item 7:
European Mobility Week 2009.
Mr. J. Mulholland informed the Members that a submission has been made Kilkenny Local Authorities in accordance with the terms of the Circular for funding for the provision of cycle lanes, additional space for pedestrians, etc.  Members raised concerns regarding the parking of vehicles in the cycle lanes to which Mr. Mulholland replied the existing schedule to the Bye-Laws requires amendment in order to provide the Gardaí with powers of enforcement.

Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that the Traffic Department are currently dealing with the issues arising following the introduction of on-street pay and display parking on a case by case basis.  He stated that a little more time was needed in order to identify all the situations that may arise and it is proposed to come back to the members will a draft policy to deal with these issues, possibly at the September monthly meeting.

Item 8:
Report from Joint Policing Committee Meeting.
Mr. B. Tyrrell circulated to the members for their information a report outlining the proceedings at the recent inaugural meeting of the Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee held in City Hall on 6th April, 2009.
Item 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. John Coonan received on 26.02.2009.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed:

 “that Kilkenny Local Authorities review the physical state of Kennyswell Bridge and take whatever steps that are necessary to ensure its continued safety/stability.”

Mr. K. Fitzgerald agreed to bring this issue to the attention of the Kilkenny Co. Council Roads Section.
Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllrs. Malcolm Noonan, received on 02.03.2009.

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

“that Kilkenny Borough Council would install a lighting scheme at the revised junction layout at the Old Callan Road.”
Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that he agreed at a previous monthly meeting following a Notice of Motion to review the area with the relevant staff of Kilkenny County Council, being the relevant authority in this case.

Item 11:
Notice of Motion in the names of Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. J. Reidy, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. M. Brett and Cllr. J. Coonan received 18.03.2009

Proposed by:

Cllr. B. Manning
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett
And Agreed
“that the Borough Council implement without delay the upgrade of High Street, the central area of the city, as agreed.”
Mr. J. Mulholland informed the Members that public consultation phase has commenced in relation to the Mobility Management Plan which will have an impact on High Street.  He advised Members to await the completion of the public consultation phase and following this the Members will have a decision to make regarding the new look for High Street, John Street and Rose Inn Street.  
Item 12:
Any Other Business

Signage on Vacant Properties

Following concerns raised by the Members regarding signage on vacant premises, Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to investigate the matter to see if any steps can be taken by the Borough Council.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald outlined that as part of the lighting proposals for High Street, a colour scheme has been prepared for shop premises.

Height Restrictions – St. Canice’s Car Park

Members are to pass on relevant information to Mr. B. Tyrrell so that this matter can be examined.

Impact of Parking Charges on Areas outside Borough

Members raised concerns in relation to the impact of on-street parking charges on areas just outside the Borough Boundary.  They have received substantial complaints from areas such as St. Fiacre’s Place.  In response, Mr. Tyrrell stated that the solution to this problem could be a matter of bringing in revised Bye-Laws and if a situation arises which warrants the introduction of Bye-Laws then the matter will be brought back to the Members.

Signage

In reply to some queries raised by the Members regarding the provision of signage, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that there are two types of signage that is required, directional and electronic advance information car park signage.  He stated that it is proposed erect some directional signage within the next few weeks whereas the electronic signage will take considerably more time to organise.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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