KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

14th DECEMBER, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Paul Cuddihy, Betty Manning, David Fitzgerald, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy, Andrew McGuinness, Marie Fitzpatrick.
Also Present:


Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer and Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 8th December, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th November, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th November, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. John Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. Betty Manning
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Condolences
The Mayor, on behalf of the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council,  extended his sympathy to the family of Garda Gary McLoughlin who was recently tragically died whilst on duty in Donegal. 
The Mayor referred to the following matters:
· Launch of Kilkenny Chamber – Work Local, Shop Local Campaign.
· Car Parking Charges.  In response to a request from the Mayor, Mr. Brian Tyrrell outlined the current arrangements for parking charges in Kilkenny with particular reference to the car parks offering the first hour free parking.
· Mayor’s Christmas Coal Fund.
· St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee.

· Climate Talks in Copenhagen.

· Support for St. Vincent De Paul.
Official Opening of the Parade and Canal Square

The Mayor thanked all involved in the arrangements for the Official Opening of the Parade and Canal Square which took place recently.
Christmas Greetings

The Mayor and Members conveyed their Christmas wishes to all the Irish troops currently serving in Chad.

It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Martin Brett

And Agreed

“that due to the timely nature of Notice of Motion listed at Item No. 12 on the Agenda and this Motion be now taken.”

Item No. 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Kathleen Funchion received 30.11.2009.

Proposed by:
Cllr. Kathleen Funchion

Seconded by:
Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that this Council calls on the Minister for Finance, Brian Lenihan, T.D., and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, Mary Hanafin, to restore the Christmas Social Welfare Payment (better known as the Christmas Bonus).”

It was further agreed that Item No. 13 be also dealt with at this time.

Item No. 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Joe Malone received 04.12.2009.

Proposed by:
Cllr. Joe Malone

Seconded by:
Cllr. Andrew McGuinness

And Agreed

“that this Council ensures that the ban on Bituminous Coal in Kilkenny is enforced.”

The Members agreed that this was an important environmental and public health issue and requested the public to report any knowledge they may have in relation to those involved in the supply of Bituminous Coal in Kilkenny. 

Mr. Brian Tyrrell clarified for the Members that the Local Authority has a role of overseeing the implementation of the ban on Bituminous Coal in Kilkenny and stated that the offence is for the selling of the coal and not for the burning of same.
Item No. 3:
Disposal of interest in land at 65, Ossory Park in exchange for lands at 34, Ossory Park, Kilkenny.
Proposed by:

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness
Seconded by:

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at 65, Ossory Park, Kilkenny, in exchange for lands at 34, Ossory Park, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to Members.”

Item No. 4:
 Municipal Policy Committee Recommendations
(i) Casual Trading Bye Laws.
Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. Martin Brett

And Agreed


“(1)
That the Casual Trading Licences for 2010 be issued for the Gravel Walk in accordance with the report circulated to Members.


  (2)
that the consent of the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council is hereby given to enter into the public consultation phase for the proposed Draft Casual Trading Bye Laws 2009.”
(ii) Future use of the Parade/Canal Square Amenity Area
Following a recent meeting of the Kilkenny City Municipal Committee at which this issue was discussed, Mr. Brian Tyrrell circulated to the Members a Report on the proposals put forward by the Committee which include the publishing of a public notice inviting interested parties to express their interest in using the Parade/Canal Square Amenity Area with a view to putting together a planned performance schedule for 2010 and subsequent years.  This public notice will be published in mid January 2010.

Item No. 5:

Update on Mobility Management Plan
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald circulated a report to the Members regarding the progress to date on the implementation of the Mobility Management Plan.  Mr. Fitzgerald went through this report with the Members and replied to a number of queries raised.
Mr. John Mulholland further advised the members that Kilkenny has been successful in reaching Stage 2 of its bid for funding to the Department of Transport under the Smarter Travel Initiative.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. Betty Manning

And Agreed

“that the December Monthly Meeting be adjourned in order to facilitate the reconvening of the adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting at 8.30 p.m.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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