KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

10TH DECEMBER, 2007, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Fitzpatrick, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, P. Crotty, M. Brett, S. Ó hArgáin.
Apologies:
J. Cody, Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, and Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services. 
Also Present:


Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. S. McGuire, A/Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd December, 2007 convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
Minutes:

(a) Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th November, 2007, having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.
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(b) Adjourned Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 20th November, 2007, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

Cllr. M. Brett expressed his sincere thanks to the Members and Officials for their help and sympathy over the last 12 months.
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(c) Adjourned Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 27th November, 2007, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from Minutes:

(i)
Pedestrian Crossing at Rose Inn Street
Following a request for an update, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that the pedestrian lights at this crossing will be connected for Christmas as requested.

(ii)
Inner Relief Road:
Following a discussion during which the Members suggested having a debate on Traffic Management within the City which would include the Inner Relief Road, Mr. T. Walsh requested that the Members allow the County Manager some time to explore all the options which needed to be examined, following which he will report back.
Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
(i) Carol Service:
The Mayor requested the Members’ support for a carol singing ceremony to be held in St. Canice’s Cathedral on Sunday 16th December, 2007.

(ii)
Mayor’s Christmas Fund:    
Proposed by:

Cllr. B. Manning

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And agreed

“that long-life light bulbs be purchased from the Mayor’s Christmas Fund for the elderly who benefit from the Fund.”
(iii) Fun Run/Walk:
The Mayor highlighted the upcoming event to be held on the new section of the Ring Road on Sunday morning 16th December, 2007, in aid of the Susie Long Foundation.

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

(i)
Proposals for lap dancing venue at 29 Parliament Street, Kilkenny.
Members referred to a proposed ad interim transfer of a publican’s licence for a public house at  Parliament street, and a proposal that this venue might be used as a lap dancing club. Members discussed this issue extensively, with a majority of members opposed to the proposed use.  Following this discussion, Mr. B. Tyrrell explained that Kilkenny Borough Council does not have a planning application lodged in relation to this issue.  He added that while it appears that the issue seemed to be primarily a licensing issue, the Planning Authority will consider any planning issues regarding change of use.  He also reminded the Members that in preparation of the Kilkenny City Centre Local Area Plan, the Borough Council stopped short of prescribing specific uses.
Members agreed to consider the possibility and legality of appropriately amending the current Kilkenny City and Environs Draft Development Plan. Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Planner, Kilkenny Local Authorities, informed members that it is possible to put a policy in place regarding this issue.
Members also agreed that Kilkenny Borough Council issue correspondence to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the possibility of enacting legislation to regulate lap dancing clubs. Members requested that the Borough Council’s legal representatives be requested to attend the court hearing in relation to the ad interim license transfer application for this premises with a view to highlighting the concerns of Kilkenny Borough Council.
(ii) Water Charges in Schools:
The Members voiced their concerns regarding schools being subject to the payment of water charges.   In response Mr. T. Walsh stated that discussions are currently taking place between the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Education and asked that the Members defer this issue pending the outcome of these discussions.
(iii) Return of Remains removed during archaeological investigations:
In response to query, Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to contact the National Museum with a view to speeding up the process of returning these remains to Kilkenny for appropriate re interment.

(iv) Discussion of Live Planning Applications:
Following a discussion on this issue, Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to carry out the Members’ request and investigate and report back to the Members whether live planning applications are discussed at Council Meetings in other Local Authorities.
(v) Bowling Alley at McDonagh Junction:

Replying to a query raised, Mr. T. Walsh stated that this facility is due to open early in the New Year.
Item 4:
Progress Report on Conservation/Heritage Projects.

Dearbhala Ledwidge, Heritage Officer, Kilkenny Local Authorities, made a presentation to the meeting on the progress of various Conservation/Heritage Projects currently underway. 
Following the presentation the Members thanked Ms. Ledwidge for her in depth description of the current works being carried out, acknowledged the work carried out by a very active and energetic Steering Committee and thanked the Hurley family for allowing an archaeological dig to be carried out in their garden.
Item 5:
Loughmacask Local Area Plan:
Cllr. P. Crotty excused himself from the meeting prior to the discussion of this issue in which he has an interest.
Mr. Denis Malone requested an endorsement from the Members to adopt the Manager’s Report which recommends changes to the Draft Plan which are material and will have to go through public consultation phase.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“ that the County Manager’s Report on the submissions received to the Loughmacask Local Area Plan be adopted subject to the amendment that in the Infrastructure Matrix (columns 8 & 9) in Section 6 of the Proposed Local Area Plan that the phasing sequence and delivery phase for Parcel ‘I’ shall be Phase One.”
 
Item 6:
Casual Trading Bye-Laws.

Mr. B. Tyrrell explained to the Members that it is necessary to relocate the current casual trading area at the Mayors Walk to the Market Yard in order to facilitate the Parade and Canal Square development works.  A map of the proposed casual trading area in the Market Yard was circulated to the Members.  Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that it is a possibility that this area may become a long term venue.
Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

“that the proposed relocation of the casual trading area from Mayor’s Walk to the Market Yard as outlined in the report and accompanying map circulated on 3rd December 2007, is hereby adopted.”

Item 7:
Disposal of lands at 5, Corcoran Terrace, Kells Road, Kilkenny.
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy,

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett,

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at No. 5, Corcoran Terrace, Kells Road, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to the Members on 27th November, 2007.”
Item 8:
Disposal of freehold interest at No. 1, Fatima Place, Kilkenny.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy,

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett,

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of the freehold interest in property at No. 1, Fatima Place, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to the Members on 27th November, 2007.
Item 9:
Disposal of freehold interest at 16, Emmet Street, Kilkenny.
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy,

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett,

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of the freehold interest in the  property at No. 16, Emmet Street, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to the Members on 27th November, 2007.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







