
KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

9th FEBRUARY, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
A. McGuinness, J. Coonan, M. Noonan, B. Manning, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, M. Fitzpatrick, N. Frawley.


Apologies:
M. Lanigan
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack,  Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. Ann Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 2nd February, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
(a) Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th January, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th December, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from Minutes
On-Street Parking Charges
In response to a request to clarify an issue in relation to the on-street parking charges, Mr. B. Tyrrell confirmed that the Borough Council will be allowing a 15 minute grace period which will be strictly implemented by the Traffic Wardens.
As a result of this clarification, Notice of Motion listed under Item No. 11 was withdrawn by the Cllr. J. Reidy, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Coonan and Cllr. M. Lanigan and Notice of Motion listed under Item No. 15 was withdrawn by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin.
Ossory Park Remedial Works Scheme

Mr. K. Fitzgerald advised the Members that the Borough Council have currently undertaken a pre-qualification procedure as it is anticipated that a large amount of tenders will be received.   This procedure will be completed very soon.

Mr. Fitzgerald also confirmed that allocation of houses will be carried out shortly and preference will be given to previous residents of the area.

Derelict Building at Castlecomer Road

Replying to a query raised, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the tenders received for the carrying out of works at this site are currently being examined in order to ensure that a competent contractor is appointed.  

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Official Opening of The Watershed Facility
The Mayor congratulated all involved in the provision of the facility.  Mayor Crotty informed the Members that Minister Martin Cullen was impressed by the quality of the new facility.
The Mayor also advised the Members of the following decisions made by the Board at a recent meeting:

1. To ensure that there is adequate bi-lingual signage in place at the facility.

2. Plaque to be erected indicating funding of the facility by both Local Authorities.

3. Plaque to be erected to the memory of Rusty Scanlon.

4. Plaque to be erected to the memory of Tom Timmons.
Kilkenny Music Festival

The Mayor congratulated all involved in the Kilkenny Music Festival which is a show case for young talent.  He stated that this event should be highlighted as a major event in the City.

Special Olympics

The Mayor informed the meeting of the upcoming launch of the Special Olympics Local Fund Raising which will take the form of an auction at the Kilkenny Ormonde Hotel on Friday 13th February, 2009 at 8.00 p.m.. 
Condolences: 

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the following families of the following who were recently deceased:- 

Peggy Brennan, Suttonsrath, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny
Noeline Flood, Derdimus, Kilkenny

Thomas Mullally, Drakelands, Kilkenny
Richie Grace, Shandon Park, Dublin Road, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence. 

Item 3:
Disposal of Freehold Interest in property at No.10, Stephen Street, Kilkenny.
Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed
“That Kilkenny Borough council hereby approves of the disposal of the freehold interest in property at No. 10, Stephen Street, Kilkenny, to Kay Morrissey for the sum of €152.36.”

Item 4:
Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 - 2013. 
Mrs. Ann Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, circulated a report to the Members outlining the requirement of Kilkenny Local Authorities to prepare and implement a Traveller Accommodation Programme and explained the various steps undertaken by the Local Authority.  

The Members welcomed the Programme and raised a number of queries with Mrs. Walsh.  Mrs. Walsh agreed to take all the comments and issues raised by the Members on board when implementing the Programme.  Following this it was

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed

“that The Councils of the City and County of Kilkenny Traveller Accommodation Programme, 2009 – 2013 be hereby adopted.”
Following a request by the Members at the January, 2009, monthly meeting, Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that a meeting will take place between the Members and Housing Officials on Wednesday 18th February, 2009, at 4.00 p.m. in John’s Green House, John’s Green, Kilkenny.

Item 5:
Part 8 – Nore Linear Park – Lacken Walk Section.
Mr. J. McCormack informed the Members that the Local Authority are now in a position to commence the Part 8 procedure in relation to the Lacken Walk Section of the Nore Linear Park.  The Members welcomed the proposal and expressed their appreciation to the Parks Section of the County Council.  It was

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
And Agreed

“that a Part 8 procedure under Planning and Development Act, 2000 commence in relation to the Lacken Walk Section of the Nore Linear Park.”
The Members welcomed the proposals.

Item 6:
Kilkenny City and Environs Draft Mobility Management Plan 2009 – 2014.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald made a presentation to the Meeting on the Plan.  Following this a discussion took place during which the Members welcomed the proposals contained in the Plan and encouraged the general public to part take in the consultation process when the Part 8 procedure under the Planning and Development Act 2000 commences.
Mr. J. Crockett expressed his appreciation to the Members for their comments and agreed to put the Plan and Part 8 into public consultation.  He outlined to the Members that this plan is one of the most fundamental changes proposed for Kilkenny in a long time.  

Item 7:
Appointment of Kilkenny Borough Council Member to Kilkenny Litter Forum.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by: 
Cllr. M. Noonan 
And Agreed

“that Cllr. Noel Frawley be appointed as Kilkenny Borough Council Member to Kilkenny Litter Forum.”
Mr. B. Tyrrell informed Cllr. Frawley that the first meeting of this Forum is to take place on 12th February, 2009, at 2.30 p.m. in County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny, and the Agenda is as set out in the letter circulated with the Monthly Agenda.
Item 8:
Update on the Parade and Canal Square Refurbishment Project.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald went through the report circulated to the Members which gave the up to date position in relation the Parade and Canal Square Refurbishment Project.  Following this the Members raised a number of queries and Mr. Fitzgerald replied to same.
Item 9:
Part 8 – Revised Traffic Management System at Patrick Street/Jacob Street/Fr. Hayden Road.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald circulated to the meeting a map of the proposed revised traffic management system and explained that the next step is to proceed with Part 8 process under the Planning and Development Act, 2000.  The Members welcomed the proposal and following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that a Part 8 procedure under Planning and Development Act, 2000 commence in relation to the Revised Traffic Management System at Patrick Street/Jacob Street/Fr. Hayden Road.”
Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Reidy, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Coonan and Cllr. M. Lanigan received 12.01.2009.

Notice of Motion was withdrawn under Item No. 1.

Item 11:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 02.02.2009

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

“that Kilkenny Borough Council recognises the role played by the Trade Union movement, and in particular SIPTU and its predecessors the Irish Transport and General Workers Union and the Federated Union of Ireland, to the development of Kilkenny.

In the context of SIPTU’s one hundredth anniversary and also the 400th anniversary celebrations of Kilkenny City, that Kilkenny Borough Council will facilitate the erection of a commemorative plaque in an appropriate place in the city, and will discuss with the union other appropriate events to mark the contribution of the union to the lives of working people in Kilkenny.”

Following a discussion the following amended Motion was agreed:

“that Kilkenny Borough Council recognises the role played by the Trade Union movement, and in particular SIPTU and its predecessors the Irish Transport and General Workers Union and the Federated Union of Ireland, to the development of Kilkenny.

In the context of SIPTU’s one hundredth anniversary and also the 400th anniversary celebrations of Kilkenny City, that Kilkenny Borough Council notes that SIPTU wishes to erect of a commemorative plaque in an appropriate place in the city, and will discuss with the union other appropriate events to mark the contribution of the union to the lives of working people in Kilkenny.”

It was further agreed that the implementation of this Motion should be taken up by the Sub-Committee for the 2009 Civic Celebrations who will revert to the Council once final arrangements have been agreed.
Item 12:
Notice of Motion in the name Cllr. J. Coonan received 02.02.2009
“That Kilkenny Borough Council outline the up to date position regarding the agreed provision of a public convenience facility at Market yard, Kilkenny.”

Mr. J. McCormack informed the Members that toilet facilities at the Parade will be available within weeks.  Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that the toilet facilities at the Market Cross Shopping Centre are available for use by the public and a similar arrangement is being put in place with McDonagh Junction Shopping Centre.  Mr. Fitzgerald further stated that the Members should be mindful of the expense involved in providing a facility at the Market Yard together with a substantial annual maintenance cost once in place.  

A further discussion took place after which it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council contact the Court Services requesting them to incorporate toilet facilities accessible by the public in their new building.”
Item 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 02.02.2009.

“That Kilkenny Borough Council resolves to amend the Parking Control Bye-Laws to allow for family visiting their homes particularly in the case of the sick and elderly.”

Mr. B. Tyrrell requested that a period of operation of the new Bye-Laws take place in order to allow issues to emerge and the Members can decide to review the Bye-Laws following this period of operation.

The Members were in agreement with Mr. Tyrrell’s request and Cllr. A. McGuinness withdrew the Notice of Motion.
Item 14:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 02.02.2009.

Notice of Motion was withdrawn under Item No. 1.

Item 15:
Any Other Business

Notice of Motion in the name Cllr. M. Brett at December, 2009 Meeting

Cllr. M. Brett informed that Members that a response has been received from the Minister for Finance in relation to correspondence forwarded to him as outlined in the following Notice of Motion dealt with at the December, 2009 monthly meeting:

“That we, the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council, do hereby request that the Banks in Kilkenny put a moratorium on loans that have fallen in arrears for a least six months to allow people to get back on their feet.”

Cllr. Brett read the contents of the letter to the meeting.

Works at O’Loughlin Road

In reply to a query raised, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that works, including the finishing and capping of walls at O’Loughlin Road will re-commence when weather conditions improve, possibly March, 2009.

Diageo – St. Francis Abbey Brewery Site

The meeting was informed that an alternative proposal has been put forward by Union Groups to maintain brewing on the site which involves the potential to save a number of jobs.

Item 16:
Correspondence

The Mayor informed the Members that correspondence has been received in relation to a meeting to take place at the Citizens Information Office on the Parade investigating ideas to celebrate Women’s Cultural Day.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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