KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

12TH JANUARY, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, M. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. T. Walsh,  Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. Ann Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. A. Hayes, Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 5th January, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
(a) Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th December, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th December, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b) 
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 8th December, 2008
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 8th December, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Mayor’s Christmas Fund
The Mayor expressed his gratitude to all those who contributed to the annual Mayor’s Christmas Fund.
Gardaí and Emergency Services
The Mayor acknowledged the excellent work of the Gardaí and emergency services in dealing with the difficult situations that arose over the Christmas period.

Condolences: 

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the following families of the following who were recently deceased:- 

Rosanna Byrne, James Green, Kilkenny
Tom Halpin, Stephen Street, Kilkenny

Annie O’Sullivan, Mother of Superintendant Walter O’Sullivan

Hazel Sherwood, Kells, Co. Kilkenny.

Noel Dowling, Walkin Street, Kilkenny.

Eileen Lynch, 12, O’Loughlin Court, Kilkenny.

Shane Carroll, 111, Robertshill, Kilkenny, on the death of his mother.

Pat Crowe, Newpark Lawn, Kilkenny, on the death of his sister.

R. Keogh, Larchfield, Kilkenny, on the death of his mother.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence. 

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement.

Surface water at Stephen Street
In response to an issue raised regarding surface water at Stephen Street, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald stated that he would investigate the matter with a view to resolving the issue.

Monthly Meeting Agenda
Following a lengthy discussion on the options open to the Members to raise various issues, and advice given by the County Manager in relation to the format for the monthly agenda, it was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning

And Agreed

“that “Any Other Business” would appear as a standing item on the Monthly Meeting Agenda, replacing “Planning Policy and Enforcement” and listed after  the Notices of Motion.”
The Members were further advised by Mr. B. Tyrrell that Item No. 20 of the existing Standing Orders addresses the procedure for dealing with urgent business.   
Parade and Canal Square Refurbishment Project

Replying to a query regarding the Christmas close down period for the project, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that this is a matter for the Contractors.
Following a query in relation to the provision of public toilet facilities, Mr. Fitzgerald confirmed that these facilities should be ready for the tourist season.

Begging on the Streets and Laneways

Following a discussion, Mr. B. Tyrrell advised the Members that the Borough Council do not have a function in this matter.   Mr. Tyrrell agreed to write to the Gardaí outlining the Members concerns.

Parking Charges
Following a request to re-visit the issue of allowing the first 15 minutes free parking in John Street, the County Manager outlined to the Members that Standing Orders provide the procedure as to how matters can be revisited.    The Standing Orders prevent any matter being re-visited within six months.  

Mr. Tyrrell stated that there was an unavoidable delay over the Christmas period in relation to the finalising contracts for the acquisition and installation of pay parking machines.  However, this matter has now been resolved and every effort is being made to progress the contract and installation of machines as quickly as possible.
The Members further queried the possibility of the provision of Visitors Permits.  Mr. Tyrrell advised that a number of issues have arisen over the last number of months and asked that the Members to consider any review of the Bye-Laws following a period of operation.
The Watershed Complex

Following a discussion, it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning

And Agreed
“that as a fitting tribute to the memory of Mr. Tom Timmons, a meeting room in the Watershed Complex be named after him.”

Item 4:
Presentation on Kilkenny Local Authorities Housing Service. 
Mr. Tony Walsh, Director of Services, gave a presentation to the Members on Shared Housing Service delivered to date together with the plans for the future delivery of the service.
Following a discussion and suggestions made by the Members, Mr. Walsh thanked the Members for their constructive suggestions and agreed to take them on board.  Mr. Walsh agreed to take up the Members suggestion of a bi-monthly meeting whereby Councillors meet with Housing Officials.
Item 5:
Amenity Grants
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed

“that the 2008 Amenity Grants be allocated in accordance with Report dated 6th January, 2009, by Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, and circulated to the Members with Agenda.”
Item 6:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald presented a report on the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme to the meeting.  Mr. Fitzgerald explained the contents of his report and replied to a number of queries raised. 
Item 7:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 28.11.2008.
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
“that Kilkenny Borough Council in conjunction with the Crafts Council of Ireland and other relevant stakeholders would develop the concept of a Craft City by incorporating local crafts and design in all public realm projects in the City over the coming years.  This could include street signage, handcrafted signwriting, cycle parking facilities, paving and landscaping.”
During a discussion, Mr. B. Tyrrell pointed out possible procurement difficulties which may prevent the implementation of this Motion.  

Following a further discussion the following amended Motion was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council in conjunction with the Crafts Council of Ireland and other relevant stakeholders would develop the concept of a Craft City by incorporating local crafts and design, where possible, in all public realm projects in the City over the coming years.  This could include street signage, handcrafted signwriting, cycle parking facilities, paving and landscaping.”

It was agreed that some consultation would take place with the Crafts Council with a view to deciding how best to proceed with this motion.

Item 8:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. B. Manning received 08.12.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. B. Manning
Seconded by: 
Cllr. M. Lanigan 
And Agreed

“that the Borough Council would produce a leaflet with information and details of refuse collection days – details of places of purchase of refuse sacks delivered annually to apartment blocks because of the high turnover of tenancies in apartments.”
Mr. K. Fitzgerald informed the Members that the current booklet which includes the yearly calendar has been delivered to various locations around the City.  Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to arrange to have the booklet delivered to apartment blocks within the next week or two.
It was also agreed that consideration would be given when producing the 2010 booklet to have the information in relation to fines etc., printed in other languages.

Item 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 06.01.2009.
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council, take whatever steps that are necessary to make safe the dilapidated single storey residence at Lower Castlecomer Road, Kilkenny.” 
The Members were advised that this property has recently come into the ownership of the Local Authority and works such as the removal of rubble will commence shortly.
Procedure for Lodging of Notices of Motion

The Mayor brought to the attention of the Members the procedure laid down in the Standing Orders for the lodging of Notices of Motion and requested that Members adhere to same. 

Mr. B. Tyrrell advised that any variation to this procedure will require an amendment to the Standing Orders.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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