KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

13TH JULY, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Fitzpatrick, D. Fitzgerald, K. Funchion, J. Malone, B. Manning, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy.
Apologies:
A. McGuinness
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. M. Delahunty, A/Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. F. Gray, A/Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6th July, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

(a)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th May, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th May, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b) Minutes of Special Meeting held on 19th May, 2009.

Minutes of Special Meeting held on 19th May, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The Minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(c) Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 15th June, 2009.

Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 15th June, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The Minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Central Access Scheme
The Mayor called on the County Manager, Mr. Joe Crockett, to comment on the report recently issued by An Bord Pleanála regarding their decision on the Central Access Scheme.  

Following circulation by the Town Clerk to the Members of a copy of An Bord Pleanála’s report, Mr. Crockett went through the full content of the report and responded to a number of queries raised by the Members in relation to the completion of the Kilkenny Ring Road, Traffic Impact and Financial Cost.   Mr. Crockett stated that the design team for the proposed new Bridge would be recommenced to finalise the design, taking into account the content of the An Bord Pleanála Report, and that following further consultation a full submission will be made to the Bord.
The Members generally welcomed An Bord Pleanála’s decision in relation to the Central Access Scheme.

Congratulations
The Mayor expressed his congratulations to the following:

1. Dicksboro G.A.A. Under 14 Hurling Team on their recent success in Féile na nGael.
2. Kilkenny Senior and Minor Hurling Teams on their recent success in the Leinster Hurling Final.
3. James Stephens Ladies Senior Team on winning the Junior League Final.

European Mobility Week.
The Mayor informed the Members that European Mobility Week is due to take place from 16th September to 22nd September, 2009.  It is proposed to organise a “Car Free Sunday” event on 20th September, 2009 which may involve a street parade and some family events plus the possibility of a visit of historic enactment group to parade through the City.
Town Twinning
The Mayor informed the Members that he has written to the Mayor of Fermo, Italy to open dialogue on possibilities of town twinning.  He also hopes to re-establish links with Kilkenny’s twinned City of Moret Sur Loing.
Heritage Conference

The Members were informed that a very successful Conference entitled “Serving People – Preserving Heritage” was recently held at The Parade Tower Conference Centre and this proved to be a very useful networking event for Kilkenny Borough Council and The Historic Towns Forum.  The Mayor further informed the Members that the conference arose from Kilkenny’s links with the Academy of Urbanism and he intends to contact the Academy of Urbanism to express Kilkenny’s interest in their “University” Programme.
Art & Crafts Forum

The Mayor informed Members that he is in the process of establishing an Art & Craft Forum to help promote Kilkenny City and County as the Arts Capital of Ireland and expand the use of local craft in Public Realm Design.
Launch of “Tour de Kilkenny”.

The Mayor mentioned the launch of “Tour de Kilkenny” which will take place on 1st August, 2009.  It is hoped that the event will become established on the Cycling Ireland Calendar and the Mayor also spoke of the possibilities for cycling tourism in Kilkenny.

Tour of St. Mary’s Church
The Mayor thanked Mr. George Sherwood and Elizabeth Keyes for providing him with a recent tour of St. Mary’s Church and Graveyard and praised the work carried out to date to protect the site from further vandalism.  He also thanked the County Manager for his work in advancing the aims of the Conservation Plan.

The Mayor asked for support from the Members for the implementation of the recommendations of the review of the “Conservation Implementation Group” and invited Members to take part in a similar tour of the site in September.  The Members agreed to do so.

Good Shepherd Centre

Following a request to the Mayor from the Good Shepherd Centre, the Members agreed to receive a presentation on the work carried out by the Good Shepherd Centre at the September meeting.

Joint Meeting of Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council

The Mayor informed the meeting that he has been in contact with the Chairman of Kilkenny County Council with a view to organising a joint meeting in October in conjunction with a visit from Minister John Gormley, Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Item 3:
Appointment of two (2) delegates to Association of the Municipal Authorities of Ireland.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed

“that Cllr. David Fitzgerald be appointed to the Association of the Municipal Authorities of Ireland.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick be appointed to the Association of the Municipal Authorities of Ireland.”

Item 4:
Appointment of one (1) delegate to Operational Committee for E.U. Assistance functions of the South Eastern Regional Authority. 
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick be appointed as the delegate to the Operational Committee for E.U. Assistance functions of the South Eastern Regional Authority.”

Item 5:
Appointment of three (3) Members to Irish Water Safety Association (Kilkenny Branch).
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed as a member of the Irish Water Safety Association (Kilkenny Branch).”

The appointment of two further members was deferred to the September meeting.

Item 6:
Appointment of two (2) Directors to Watergate Theatre Co. Ltd.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed Director of Watergate Theatre Co. Ltd.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
And Agreed

“that Cllr. Kathleen Funchion be appointed Director of Watergate Theatre Co. Ltd.”

Item 7:
Appointment of one (1) member to Kilkenny Tourism.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Betty Manning be appointed Member of Kilkenny Tourism Committee.”

Item 8:
Appointment of one (1) member to Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed

“that this appointment be deferred for filling at the September monthly meeting.”
Item 9:
Appointment of one (1) Director of Rothe House Trust Ltd.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Paul Cuddihy be appointed Director of Rothe House Trust Ltd.”

Item 10:
Appointment of Chairman and Members of Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Paul Cuddihy be appointed Chairman of Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council be hereby appointed to the Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee.”

Item 11:
Appointment of two (2) members to County Kilkenny Vocational Educational Committee

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed to the County Kilkenny Vocational Educational Committee.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Martin Brett be appointed to the County Kilkenny Vocational Educational Committee.”

Item 12:
Appointment to Kilkenny County Council Strategic Policy Committees
a) S.P.C. 1:  Forward Planning and Development Policy
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed to S.P.C. 1 – Forward Planning and Development Policy.”
b)
S.P.C. 5:  Community, Social Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education.
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. David Fitzgerald be appointed to S.P.C. 5 – Community, Social Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education.”

Item 13:
Appointment of one (1) member to County Development Board.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed to the County Development Board.”

Item 14:
Appointment of one (1) member to RAPID Area Implementation Team.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick be appointed to the RAPID Area Implementation Team.”

Item 15:
Appointment of one (1) member to Kilkenny County Enterprise Board.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan be appointed to the Kilkenny County Enterprise Board.”

Item 16:
Appointment of five (5) members to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Betty Manning be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. David Fitzgerald be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.”

The Members agreed to list the filling of the two remaining vacancies on this Committee on the September monthly Agenda.

Item 17:
Appointment of one (1) member to South Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Paul Cuddihy be appointed to the South Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council.”

Item 18:
Appointment of one (1) member to Local Authority Members Association.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. B. Manning

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Martin Brett be appointed to the Local Authority Members Association.”

It was agreed by the Members that the following items should be listed on the Agenda for the September monthly meeting:

1. Appointments to the Board of Directors of The Watershed Complex.

It was agreed that the appointment to the Board of Directors of The Watershed Complex will be for a 5 year period.

2. Appointments to the City Walls Committee.

3. Appointments to the Civic Celebrations Committee.
Item 19:
Schedule of Meetings for 2009/2010
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that in accordance with Standing Orders, Kilkenny Borough Council will meet on the second Monday of every month (with the exception of August) at 7.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, City Hall, on the following dates:




14th September, 2009




12th October, 2009 




9th November, 2009 




14th December, 2009 




11th January, 2010




8th February, 2010




9th March, 2010




12th April, 2010




10th May, 2010




14th June, 2010.”

Item 20:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.

Mr. Brian Tyrrell referred to the Senior Engineer’s Report circulated to the Members on the progress of the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.  He also informed the Members that Tenders had been received, opened and assessment of these Tenders will commence on 14th July, 2009.

In response to a query raised in relation to the provision of speed ramps, Mr. Tyrrell explained that the provision of same would require proper assessment.

Item 21:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 15th June, 2009.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council makes plans for the refurbishment of City Hall to include Basement restoration to enable the much needed provision of Museum space/facility.”

Following a discussion, the County Manager explained that while he agreed with the sentiments of the Members in relation to City Hall, both Local Authorities are entering an extraordinary difficult financial period whereby funding difficulties for various projects over the coming years will be extremely challenging, and it was agreed that further consideration of this project should be deferred to the 2010 Budget consideration.
In response to comments made regarding access to the Planning Service in City Hall, Mr. B. Tyrrell advised the Members that the Planning Department has recently being moved down one floor.  He further confirmed that the Planning Staff have always done everything possible to make planning files available to the public.

Item 22:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 15th June, 2009.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council takes immediate steps to commence the process for the extension of Kilkenny Borough Boundary.”

Following a discussion, the County Manager advised the Members that the Members views have been taken on board in relation to this issue and a considerable amount of work is currently underway.
Item 23:
Any Other Business

Arts Festival

Members highlighted the difficulty that artists are experiencing sourcing exhibition space.   The Mayor confirmed that he will contact the management of McDonagh Junction and Market Cross Shopping Centres in relation to this matter and will liaise with the Arts Office also.
Begging on the Streets

In reply to a query, Mr. B. Tyrrell explained to the Members that this issue has been raised previously with the Gardaí as the Local Authority have no role to play in dealing with this matter.  The Health Service Executive also have a role to play if child welfare issues are involved.
Standing Orders

The Members agreed that a committee should be set up to review current Standing Orders and this Committee will be established at the September Monthly Meeting.
St. Kieran’s Cemetery
The Members highlighted an issue regarding the inappropriate use of St. Kieran’s Cemetery by members of the public and asked that people would respect the dead.  The Members also requested a report on this issue to be listed on the Agenda for the September Monthly Meeting.

Item No. 25:
Correspondence

The Mayor informed the Members of a response received from Dáil Eireann following a request from the Borough Council for the Dáil to hold their first meeting after their summer break in Kilkenny.   Dáil Eireann thanked the Members for their invitation.  However, it is not possible to facilitate this request due to financial constraints.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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