KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

12TH MAY, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Fitzpatrick, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, P. Crotty, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6th May, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
(1)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 7th April, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 7th April, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by Cllr. A. McGuinness
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

- 1 -


(2)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th April, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th April, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.


(3)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 15th April, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 15th April, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.


(4)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 22nd April, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 22nd April, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.
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Matters Arising from Minutes:

Regeneration of the Parade, Gravel Walk, Canal Square and Canal Walk:
Members requested that the Borough Council engage with the Office of Public Works to further discuss the possibility of opening up the Rose Garden at the Kilkenny Castle grounds by the provision of entrance gates, rather than rebuilding the Rose Garden wall, following the demolition of the public toilets.
Concerns were also expressed by the Members in relation to the provision of public toilets at the Parade, following the demolition of the existing facilities as part of the Parade refurbishment 
In response, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the Borough Council have re-engaged with the Office of Public Works regarding the opening up of the Rose Garden.  He pointed out that if an entrance was provided at this location, the new kiosk, which is proposed as part of the regeneration scheme, would be located quite close to the opening, and would obscure any new opening to some degree.
With regard to the provision of public toilets, Mr. Fitzgerald explained that the Borough Council has been in contact with the Civic Trust and the OPW regarding the use of toilet facilities on their premises for the summer months, and consideration is being given by the OPW for the provision of permanent facilities within the Castle Park and grounds.  

Mr. Fitzgerald informed the Members that Part 8  Planning proposals to replace the toilet facilities at the Market Yard will be brought before the Members in the near future.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
Condolences
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

John Kelly, Bishops Hill, Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.
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Closure of St. Francis Abbey Brewery:
The Mayor and Members expressed their concerns regarding the recent announcement by Diageo of its intention to close St. Francis Abbey Brewery, in 2012, causing job losses  and the  loss of a 300 year old brewing tradition in Kilkenny.  They expressed their solidarity with the workers and contractors employed in St. Francis Abbey Brewery.  
A request was made that the Mayor and Management approach Diageo urging them to reverse their decision and recommending the East Environs of Kilkenny City as a location for their stated plans to construct a new brewing facility in Ireland.
Members felt that should this closure go ahead, a donation of the existing site or part thereof should be made to the people of Kilkenny for appropriate development.
It was acknowledged by all Members that as there is a period of 5 years before the closure takes place, the Borough Council should use this time to fully engage with Diageo and to work on the future development of the site with the possibility of preparing a Local Area Plan.
In response to the concerns raised by the Members, Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, stated the lead in time before the closure of the brewery is critical.  It is important to engage at an early stage with all stakeholders.

Mr. Crockett informed the Members that Diageo have acknowledged that the site should be developed in line with Kilkenny’s planning policies.  Mr. Crockett agreed to come back to the Members following direct contact with Diageo.
Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

Muncipal Policy Committee.
It was agreed that the formation of a Municipal Policy Committee would be progressed by the party whips.
Market Yard Gates.

The Members requested that a plaque be erected at the current locations of the Market Yard Gates stating that these gates are the original Market Yard Gates.
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Amenity Services provided to Estates Taken-in-Charge
In response to queries raised by the Members in relation to the standard of  amenity services provided to housing estates taken-in-charge in the Borough area and the City Environs area, Mr. McCormack stated that the standard of service provided within the Borough area is not provided to the same extent in the Environs area.  He added that originally many of the housing areas in the Borough area would have been Local Authority estates.  However, Mr. McCormack agreed to review existing arrangements and resources with a view to improving services in the environs area.
The Members expressed concerns that the improvement of services in the Environs area should not result in the services provided in the Borough area being diminished.  

Mr. J. Crockett suggested that following the establishment of the Municipal Policy Committee this issue will be fully investigated with a view to agreeing a solution.

Blackmill Street – Traffic Calming
Following a request, Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to review the traffic calming measures currently in place in Blackmill Street.

Restaurant at St. Mary’s Lane.

The members raised an issue in relation to residue from an extractor fan at the back of a restaurant at St. Mary’s Lane.  Mr. Tyrrell agreed to review the planning conditions to ascertain appropriate action.
Return of Skeletal Remains 
In reply to query raised, Mr. Tyrrell informed the Members that he had been in contact with the National Museum authorities to convey the views of members that skeletal remains found in Kilkenny during archaeological excavations should be returned to Kilkenny, and that whilst no date was given, it appeared that such a return would be facilitated.
Item 4:

Fix Date for Annual Meeting.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council Annual Meeting for 2008 be held on 23rd June, 2008.”
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Mr. Crockett requested the Members to confirm a date for the joint meeting of Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council to discuss the EIS submission to An Bord Pleanála in relation to the Central Access Scheme for the City of Kilkenny.  It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that a joint meeting of Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council be held on Monday, 26th May, 2008 at 4.30 p.m., venue to be confirmed.”

Item 5:
Adoption of Parking Control and Car Park Bye-Laws 2008.
Following a discussion, Mr. Tyrrell stated that the proposed Parking Control and Car Park Bye-Laws were tabled at the January, 2008 monthly meeting and have now gone through a public consultation phase.  The Members have been circulated with a summary of the submissions received during the public consultation phase.  Mr. Tyrrell further explained that the hours of operation are from 8.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Crotty

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

“that Kilkenny Borough Council Draft Parking Control and Draft Car Park Bye-Laws  2008, as circulated, be adopted”.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

“that Kilkenny Borough Council Draft Parking Control Bye-Laws  2008, as circulated, be adopted with the following amendment:

On-Street

Short Stay  (Max 1 hour)

0 -   15 mins
  Free

15 – 30 mins 
€1.00


30 – 60 mins
€1.50”
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The proposals were put to a vote as follows:

Adoption of Kilkenny Borough Council Draft Parking Control Bye-Laws 2008, as circulated, with amendment:

For:

Cllr. J. Coonan, Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy.

Against:

Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin.

The amendment was defeated by 8 votes to 4.

Adoption of Kilkenny Borough Council Draft Parking Control and Draft Car Park Bye-Laws  2008, as circulated:

For:

Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. J. Coonan, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin, Cllr. J. Reidy.

Against:

Nil.

The proposal was passed unanimously. 

Item 6:
Review of Kilkenny Appointed Stands Bye-Laws.
Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that an amendment to the current appointed Stands (Taxi Ranks) Bye-Laws is required in order to facilitate the provision of more Appointed Stands, in various locations in Kilkenny and also to facilitate the Parade Regeneration Project and the Members agreement to proceed with the statutory process, as provided for under Road Traffic legislation, to amend same is required.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“that the procedure to commence the process to amend the Kilkenny Appointed Stands Bye-Laws 2003 be initiated.”
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Item 7:
Proposed extinguishment of public right-of-way at Carnegie Library Car Park.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed,

“that the procedure for the extinguishment of public right-of-way at Carnegie Library Car Park be initiated.”

Item 8:
Playground Proposals.

The Members welcomed proposals for the following projects:
1)
Construction of a playground comprising selected items of children’s play equipment, erection of perimeter railing where appropriate, installation of impact attenuating surfacing, planting and associated site works at the following location:

The small green area, known locally as the ‘playground’ at Assumption Place, Kilkenny City.
2)
Construction of a skatepark and playgrounds comprising a skate plaza and bowl and selected items of children’s play equipment, erection of perimeter railing where appropriate, installation of impact attenuating surfacing, planting and associated site works at the following location:

The Closh, Walkin Street, Kilkenny City

Mr. Tyrrell conveyed his appreciation to Claire Murphy and the Parks Department, Kilkenny County Council, for their work in the preparation of both these projects and informed the Members that a Part 8 process under the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 will commence which involves a public consultation phase.  Both projects will come back to the Members  for their consideration following the public consultation process
Item 9:
Arts and Amenity Grants 2008.

Mr. Tyrrell informed the Members that the Arts Grants Scheme for 2008 has been advertised with a closing date of 30th May, 2008, and the Amenity Grants Scheme for 2008 will be advertised shortly.
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Item 10:
Naming of Housing Scheme at Ayresfields, Tullaroan Road, Kilkenny, comprising 13 no. Part V Units at Lord Edward Street, Kilkenny. 
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And agreed:

“that the Housing Scheme at Ayresfields, Tullaroan Road, Kilkenny, comprising 13 no. Part V Units at Lord Edward Street, Kilkenny, be named as Bishop Forristal Place.”

Mr. Fitzgerald invited the Members to view the units on Monday, 19th May, 2008, at 2.00 p.m.
Item 11:
Green Paper on Local Government.
Following a discussion it was agreed to list this item for discussion at the September, 2008 monthly meeting.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







