KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

10TH NOVEMBER, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, M. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.
Apology:
Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack,  Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. A. Hayes, Administrative Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd November, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
(a) Minutes of Monthly held on13th October, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 13th October, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

2.
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Condolences: 

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:- 

John Glynn, College Gardens, Kilkenny, formerly Fohenagh, Caltra Co. Galway
Denis Philpott, Riverside Drive, Kilkenny
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence. 

Congratulations:

The Mayor extended his congratulations to the following on their recent achievements:

-  Organisers of the Kilkenny Savour Food Festival 

- Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee for their successful awards night

- Kit Quinn and Sean Leahy on winning Kilkenny people of the year awards
- Eoin Larkin for winning the recent GPA Hurler of the year 

- Aoife Neary for winning her Camogie All Star

3. Planning Policy and Enforcement.

Designated uses of premises in the core retail area

Members debated the ‘designation for use’ planning in High Street and on the main trading areas and questioned compliance with the Kilkenny City Centre Local Area Plan definition. Members agreed the unique character of Kilkenny City needs to be protected and maintained. Mayor Crotty emphasised difficulties associated with prescriptive planning.
4.
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme 
Members noted the report from Mr. K. Fitzgerald, and in reply to queries raised Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services reported that recent contacts with the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government indicate that approval for works to “Top Street” could receive early approval.
5.
Fix date for 2009 Budget Meeting.
Members agreed hold the Statutory Budget Meeting on Monday 8th December at 8.30pm (normal meeting to commence at 7.30pm). Briefings would be facilitated prior to the Statutory Meeting.
6. 
Appointment of Chairman of the Joint Policing Committee.
This item was deferred to the December monthly meeting.
7. Progress Report City Walls/Talbot Tower Project.
A presentation was given by Dearbhala Ledwidge on the City Walls/ Talbot Tower project. 
Ms. Ledwidge acknowledged the collaboration of Emir Slattery, Kilkenny Borough Council Executive Engineer and ongoing funding by Kilkenny Borough Council.
Ms. Ledwidge reported that the next significant phase of the project will be the creation of a small park at Talbot Tower which will facilitate viewing of the Tower and adjacent City Walls. She also referred to the support being received from the Kilkenny VEC, and their willingness to transfer a small portion of land at the tower. The park proposal will be publicised through the standard Part 8 Planning process, when plans will be on public display.

 The importance and excellence of this project was acknowledged by members and in response to a query raised re the final project cost, Ms. Ledwidge cited an estimate from the project management plan of €1.2m. 
Ms. Ledwidge also reported on progress to date at Black Freren Gate, and the assistance of Mr. Sean Hurley who allowed archaeological excavations in his garden, was acknowledged. The discovery of the wall walk at this area proved to be invaluable in interpretation and understanding of the city walls structure.
Ms. Ledwidge estimated 517 meters which is c20% of the original wall is intact in response to a question by Cllr. McGuinness. 
Mr. Tyrrell informed meeting that a conference in association with the English Wall Town Network and the Academy of Urbanism would be hosted in Kilkenny in 2009. Mayor Crotty endorsed the work to date and encouraged more funding in 2009.

8.
Review of Casual Trading Bye-Laws 
It was 
Proposed: Cllr. Reidy

Seconded: Cllr Noonan 
And Agreed, 
“that a review of current Casual Trading Bye Laws will commence in line with the report issued to members by Mr. B.Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer.”
9.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 01.09.2008.
"What is the up to date position regarding the agreed refurbishment and restoration plans for the Marian Shrine at James Green beside St. Mary's Cathedral".
A written reply from Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer indicated that an archaeological assessment and a heritage and conservation review have been carried out.  As a result a re-design of the project is underway which could proceed in 2009.
10.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness and Cllr. J. Reidy received 28.10.2008.
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed
"That Kilkenny Borough Authority liaise with Kilkenny Gardai to ensure that the prohibition of HGV's on Dominic Street, Stephen Street and Rioch Street be strictly enforced and that Kilkenny Borough Council request that the Gardai take strict measures in order to reduce the speed of traffic in the area"

Members debated the Central Access Scheme as a solution to this problem and commented expressed strong views that Garda enforcement and improved signage in the area is essential. Members agreed that this would be one of the first items for the Joint Policing Committee.  Members views are to be conveyed to the Kilkenny Gardaí.
11.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 30.10.2008

“That Kilkenny Borough Council condemns the severe cuts in Home Help hours to local families with elderly and disabled people as a fundamental attack on the ability to keep such people in their homes rather than in residential care and will write to the Minister for Health to seek the immediate reinstatement of these hours”.
Following a debate on the Motion the following amendment was

Proposed by Cllr. Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. Lanigan:

“That Kilkenny Borough Council condemns any cuts in Home Help hours to local families with elderly and disabled people as a fundamental attack on the ability to keep such people in their homes rather than in residential care and will write to the Minister for Health to seek the immediate reinstatement of these hours”. 
The amendment was put to a vote as follows:
For the amendment
Cllr. J. Coonan, Cllr. M.  Lanigan, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy (4).
Against the amendment
Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. M.  Noonan, Cllr. Ó hArgáin (6).
The amendment was defeated by six votes to four.

The original motion was then put to a vote as follows:

For original motion

Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin (6).
Against original motion
Cllr. J. Coonan, Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy (4)
The original motion was carried by six votes to four.

12.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 26.0                                        9.2008.
"That Kilkenny Borough Council undertake a resurfacing and resignage programme of works on the Circular Road and Cootes Lane, Kilkenny."

A written reply from Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer indicated that resurfacing will be examined in light of the 2009 Road Works Scheme. Speed reduction measures are at an advanced stage of design for Circular Road/Robertshill. This work will commence shortly.
13. Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Reidy and Cllr. A. McGuinness received 28.10.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

"That Kilkenny Borough Council erect a monument/sculpture in Kilkenny City, possibly as part of The Parade project, to recognise the part played by hurling in the lives of Kilkenny people."

All members are supportive of the concept.  The Craft Council had expressed an interest in having a visible presence in Kilkenny to endorse the location of its headquarters and this may be explored further.
14. Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin and Cllr. M. Noonan received 30.10.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council recognises that traffic calming measures need to be put in place in Robertshill estate and undertake to make plans accordingly for when the estate is taken in hand.”
Wording amended to: “That Kilkenny Borough Council recognises that traffic calming measures need to be put in place in Robertshill estate and undertake to ensure these are installed forthwith.” 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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