KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

17TH SEPTEMBER, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, M. Fitzpatrick, P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. A. Hayes, Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 10th September, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
(a) Minutes of Monthly held on 14th July, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th July, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.


(b)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 16th June, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 16th June, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.


(c)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 1st September, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 1st September, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by Cllr. M. Brrett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
Condolences
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:-

Maureen Forde nee White, West Street, Callan, Co. Kilkenny.
Pat Molloy, Ardabawn, Tullaroan, Co. Kilkenny.
Richard White, Dublin Road, Kilkenny.
Tommy Byrne, Clara, Co. Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations

The Mayor extended his congratulations to the following on their recent achievements:

· Two Kilkenny Olympians, Eileen O’Keeffe and Joanne Cuddihy, on their participation in the Olympics in Beijing and hope they return to full fitness for the next Olympics in London.

· Gabriel Shelley, former employee of Kilkenny Borough Council, for his  success in achieving a bronze medial at the Paralympics in Beijing.  The Mayor informed the Members that a Homecoming has been arranged for Gabriel at James Stephens GAA Club at lunchtime on Saturday 20th September, 2008.
· Ducksie Walsh on his participation in All-Ireland Handball Championships and the Mayor wished him well in the Masters in the next few years.
· Emir Foley and everyone connected with the Arts Festival.

· Volunteers at Local Radio Kilkenny and wish everyone well with their efforts to secure full licence.

· Senior, Intermediate, Minors, Under 21 and Minor Camogie Girls on their All-Ireland Championship success.

· 98th Infantry Battalion who recently left Kilkenny for Chad Peace Keeping Mission.

· Cllr. J. Coonan on his recent retirement from the Health Service Executive after 40 years service.

· Outdoor staff of Gardening Section of Kilkenny Borough Council and members of Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee on their involvement and success of Kilkenny in the Tidy Towns Competition 2008.

· Seamus McGuire and all involved in the organising and preparation for the Homecoming of Kilkenny’s Senior and Minor Hurling Teams 2008.

· Robert Hayes on his rendition of “The Rose of Mooncoin” at the Homecoming Event.

Cllr. J. Coonan thanked the Mayor and Members and all the staff that he had the pleasure of working with over the years for their good wishes.

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

Access for people with Disabilities:
In response to a query raised by Cllr. J. Reidy, in relation to wheelchair access to The Left Bank premises at the Parade, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the issue is being addressed as part of The Parade and Canal Square Refurbishment Project.   Cllr. M. Noonan requested a report from the Access Group on Disability Access in Kilkenny.
Robertshill Housing Estate:
The Members raised some concerns regarding the finishing of the front of Robertshill Housing Estate, Safety through the Estate and the putting in place of Traffic Calming measures.
In response Mr. Fitzgerald informed the Members that the finishing of the front of the estate will form part of the Central Access Scheme.  He further stated that an area of the estate will be purchased by Kilkenny Borough Council for social housing and work will commence in this area early in the Spring of 2009, the other area in question is privately owned and the developer will be putting forward proposals for the site in the near future.
Mr. Tyrrell outlined that currently the Borough Council are reviewing the conditions attached to the relevant planning permissions in relation to compliance prior to the preparation of any proposal for the taking in charge of the estate.
Excessive Noise Levels at some premises in Rose Inn Street, Kilkenny:
In response to a query raised Mr. Tyrrell stated that this issue has been brought to the attention of the Borough Council and statutory enforcement proceedings have been served.
Pedestrian Crossing at Greensbridge:

In reply to a request that pedestrian lights be erected at pedestrian crossing at Greensbridge, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the crossing has been previously assessed and it concluded that the installation of lights would make the situation worse causing congestion at the junction at Troysgate.  

Litter Management Plan:
The Members requested that the Litter Management Plan be brought before them at the next monthly meeting for adoption.
Road Improvement Works at O’Loughlin Road:

In response to queries raised, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that works at O’Loughlin Road are due to be completed within the next couple of weeks.

Item 4:
Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
 Mr. K. Fitzgerald took the Members through his Report, as circulated, and replied to any queries raised.
The Members complimented Mr. Fitzgerald on the work carried out to date and requested that a presentation on same be made at the next meeting or alternatively a site visit be organised for the Members. 
Item 5:
Historical Graveyards Grant Scheme.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett
And Agreed

“that historical graveyards grants be allocated in accordance with the report, as circulated.”

It was requested by the Members that the railing be put in place between St. Rioch’s Cemetery and the Closh as soon as possible.

Item 6:
Arts Grants 2008.
The Members welcomed the increase in the Arts Grants and it was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness
And Agreed

“that the Arts Grants for 2008 be allocated in accordance with the Report, as circulated.”

Item 7:
Application for Overdraft Accommodation.
Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed
“that subject to the sanction of the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves an overdraft facility to a maximum amount of €5,000,000 for the half year ending 31 December 2008.
Item 8:
Report on Inaugural Meeting of City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.
The Chairman of City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee, Cllr S. Ó hArgáin gave the meeting a record of the proceedings of the Inaugural Meeting of the Municipal Policy Committee.  The following Representatives from external groups were selected:


Cllr. M. Brett – representing the Kilkenny Area Committee


Monica O’Shea – representing the Kilkenny Community and Voluntary Forum.

Pat Henderson – representing the GAA.

Eamon Langton – representing Kilkenny Tourism.

Joe Ledwidge – representing the Heritage Sector.

Jim Flynn – representing the City Centre Traders Association.

Meetings of the Committee will be held four times in the year and are open for the press and public to attend.  A written report of meetings will be circulated to Members prior to the Borough Council Meeting.

Item 9:
Green Paper on Local Government Reform.
Following a discussion it was agreed by the Members that Kilkenny Borough Council should make a submission backed by all 12 members of the Council outlining their concerns in relation to the Green Paper.
Mr. J. McCormack stressed to the Members that the submission should not be confused with what Management are currently trying to do locally.  He also stated that the powers of the Borough Council are not being reduced.   He further stated that the Housing Service lends itself to shared services whereby the entire service will be located in one location.  It is proposed to have the Planning, Roads, Environment and Traffic Services for the City and Environs delivered from City Hall.
Item 10:
Appointment of Director to Kilkenny Local Authorities Leisure Complex Limited. 
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
And agreed:

“that the sitting Mayor of Kilkenny Borough Council be appointed as Director of Kilkenny Local Authorities Leisure Complex Limited to the end of this Council’s term.  Following the Local Elections in 2009 an appointment will be made for the five year period of the next Council”.
Item 11:
European Mobility Week – Update from Standing Committee.
Ms. Bernadette Moloney, Environmental Awareness Officer, Kilkenny Local Authorities, gave the Members an outlined of the schedule of events planned for European Mobility Week with the main event being Car Free Day organised for 21st September, 2008.   A family day is planned for High Street  which will be closed to Traffic from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m..

The Members asked that it is important to put as much advertising as possible in place prior to the event.

Item 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy and Cllr. M. Lanigan, received 01.08.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed

“that no works take place in Michael Street without engaging in an extensive consultation process and that all options are considered, including a one way traffic system, a proper set down area for the school and upgrading of footpaths and lights while taking into consideration the historical significance of the area.”
The Members asked that the results of a survey carried out by the Residents Association be looked at by Mr. Fitzgerald.  
Mr. Fitzgerald welcomed the production of the survey and agreed to look at the results.  He further stated that amendments to Part 8 Proposal are to be brought to the Members for adoption but will not be brought forward until such time as there is sufficient support.

The Members asked that a meeting take place with representatives from the Residents Association and the School.

Item 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 13.08.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council opposes any attempt to introduce tuition fees for third level courses”.
Item  14:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness  received 29.08.2008.

The Mayor declared this Notice of Motion out of order in accordance with Standing Orders.

Item  15:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin  received 13.08.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
“that Kilkenny Borough Council condemns the abject failure of the Government to reduce class sizes in Kilkenny’s primary schools as promised in the programme for Government.”
Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

“that the words “condemns the abject failure” be deleted from the Notice of Motion and replaced with the word “urges”
The amendment was put to a vote as follows:

For the Amendment
Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy, Cllr. J. Coonan (4).

Against the Amendment
Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin (8).

The amendment was defeated by 8 votes to 4.

The original motion was then put to a vote as follows:
For original Motion

Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin (8).

Against original Motion

Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy, Cllr. J. Coonan (4).

The original Notice of Motion was carried by 8 votes to 4.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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