KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

21ST SEPTEMBER, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Fitzpatrick, D. Fitzgerald, K. Funchion, J. Malone, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, 
A. McGuinness.

Apologies:  B. Manning
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer and Ms. C. Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 15th September, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

(a)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 13th July, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 13th July, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th September, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th September, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from the Minutes
Amendment to Minutes:
Cllr. M. Brett requested an amendment to the Minutes of Meeting held on 13th July, 2009.  This amendment involves the insertion of details of issue raised by Cllr. B. Manning re dog fouling.  

Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

The Mayor circulated to the Members a list of items of interest that he has been involved with since the last meeting.  The following items were further discussed:
Tidy Towns Competition
During a discussion the Members congratulated all concerned in retaining Kilkenny’s Gold Medal Status in the Tidy Towns Competition.   The Members requested that Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee be invited to make a presentation to the Borough Council on their proposals for 2010.
Job Losses at Kilkenny People Printing
The Mayor and Members also raised the issue of recent job losses at Kilkenny People Printing in Purcellsinch.  Following a further discussion the Mayor agreed that he would write to Johnson Printing in relation to the proposed redundancy payments.

Tour of St. Mary’s Church and Graveyard

The Mayor informed the Members that a tour of St. Mary’s Church and Graveyard has been arranged for them 12th October, 2009 at 3.00 p.m.

Invitations to Special Events

The Mayor brought to the attention of the Members invitations to the following events:

· Invitation to Participate in Annual Mass Parade and Commemoration Ceremony of Organisation of National Ex-Servicemen and Women on Sunday, 11th October, 2009 at 12 noon.

· Invitation to Special Service in St. Canice’s Cathedral on Sunday, 11th October, 2009, at 7.00 p.m.

October Monthly Meeting
An invitation has been received from the Heritage Council inviting the Borough Council to hold a Borough Council meeting at Áras na hOidhreachta, Church Lane, Kilkenny.   It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council’s October monthly meeting be held at Áras na hOidhreachta, Church Lane, Kilkenny.”

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that the meeting take a recess for 10 minutes to allow Members to finalise the appointments to Committees.”
Item No. 3:
Appointment of two (2) Members to Irish Water Safety Association (Kilkenny Branch).

Following the recommencement of the meeting:

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Kathleen Funchion be appointed to the Irish Water Safety Association (Kilkenny Branch).”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick be appointed to the Irish Water Safety Association (Kilkenny Branch).”

Item No. 4:
Appointment of one (1) Member to Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Martin Brett be appointed to the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.”
Item No. 5:
Appointment of two (2) Members to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Kathleen Funchion be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Paul Cuddihy be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee.”

Item No. 6:
Appointment of the Board of Directors of Watershed Leisure Complex.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan be appointed to the Board of Directors of Watershed Leisure Complex.”

It was further agreed by the Members that the term of appointment be reviewed at the end of Cllr. Noonan’s mayoralty, to consider an appointment for a longer term.

Item No. 7:
Long Term Loan to Kilkenny Local Authorities Leisure Complex Ltd.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed
“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves the continuation of a Long Term Loan of €8,500,000 to Kilkenny Local Authorities Leisure Complex Ltd. Repayable to the Council under certain conditions as laid out in Folio 10536 (part) in the Register of County of Kilkenny.”

Item No. 8:
Appointments to City Walls Steering Committee.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan be appointed to the City Walls Steering Committee.”
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed to the City Walls Steering Committee.”
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Martin Brett be appointed to the City Walls Steering Committee.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Betty Manning be appointed to the City Walls Steering Committee.”

Item No. 9:
Appointments to Civic Celebrations Committee.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Paul Cuddihy be appointed to the Civic Celebrations Committee.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin be appointed to the Civic Celebrations Committee.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. David Fitzgerald be appointed to the Civic Celebrations Committee.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan be appointed to the Civic Celebrations Committee.”

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness requested a list of Committees together with details of payments to Councillors for participating in such Committees be made available for the next meeting.

Item No. 9:
(a)
County Manager’s Part 8 Report on Jacob Street, Patrick Street Upper, Upper New Street, Traffic Management Scheme.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald explained the proposals involved in the scheme and went through the Manager’s Report outlining the issues raised in the submissions received together with the responses in relation to the points raised.
The Members expressed their support for the scheme and during a discussion raised a number of issues in relation to the following:
· Increasing the width of the junction at McDonalds.

· Improvement of streetscape opposite McDonalds.

· Buses double parking on Upper Patrick Street resulting in traffic hazard.

· Illegal Parking in Cootes Lane – Enforcement.

· Anti-Social behaviour in Cootes Lane – Public Lighting required.

· Re-surfacing of Cootes Lane.

· Taking in Charge of privately owned car park.

Mr. Fitzgerald replied to the queries issues raised by the Members and agreed to come back to them in relation to the need for bus bays.  Mr. Fitzgerald explained that the bollards on Cootes Lane were removed by the request of the Gardaí and Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to contact the Gardaí with a view to having the bollards re-instated.

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that the Jacob Street, Patrick Street Upper, Upper New Street, Traffic Management Scheme proceed as outlined in the County Manager’s Report issued to the Members on 16th September, 2009.”
(b) County Manager’s Part 8 Report on Fr. Hayden Road Traffic Management Scheme.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald explained the proposals involved in the scheme and went through the Manager’s Report outlining the issues raised in the submissions received together with the responses in relation to the points raised.

The Members expressed their support for the scheme and during a discussion raised a number of issues in relation to the following:

· Speed Limit proposals for Fr. Hayden Road.
· Requirement for extra signage at local garage premises.
In response Mr. Fitzgerald stated that he has been in contact with the 

Proprietors of the local garage outlining that a railing will be required at this location the design of which will be completed at construction stage in consultation with the Proprietor of the local garage.

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that the Fr. Hayden Road Traffic Management Scheme proceed as outlined in the County Manager’s Report issued to the Members on 16th September, 2009.”

( c )
County Manager’s Part 8 Report on Mobility Management Plan and Traffic Management Scheme.

Mr. John Mulholland made a presentation to the meeting on the background, proposals and funding for the Mobility Management Plan and Traffic Management Scheme. 
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald went through the Manager’s Report outlining the main points raised in the many submissions received together with the responses in relation to the points raised.

The Members expressed their unanimous support for the scheme and during a discussion the following matters were referred to:

· Enforcement in relation to misuse of Cycle Lanes.
· Overspill of traffic into residential areas.
· Provision of outer Ring Road.
· Access for Emergency Services.
· Park and Ride System.
· Pedestrianisation of Kieran Street.
· Illegal parking on Michael Street and consultation with residents.
· Scheme should improve attractiveness of shopping in Kilkenny.
· Bike Rental Schemes. 
Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Mr. J. Mulholland and Mr. J. Crockett replied to the issues raised.

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that the Mobility Management Plan and Traffic Management Scheme proceed as outlined in the County Manager’s Report issued to the Members on 16th September, 2009.”

(c) Draft Speed Limit Bye-Laws.

Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, outlined to the Members that the Draft Speed Limit Bye-Laws were at a pre-consultation stage and will be entering the public consultation phase in the near future. 
The Members welcomed the proposed introduction of the Speed Limit Bye-Laws which will be brought back to them for adoption at a later stage.

Item No. 11:
Presentation by Good Shepherd Centre

Two representatives from the Good Shepherd Centre made a brief presentation to the Members on the history of the Centre in Kilkenny, the current staffing levels at the centre and the service provided at present and how this service has evolved over the years to a more integrated approach with other agencies.
Concerns were highlighted regarding the future funding of the centre which will be a major challenge into the future.

The Members commended all involved in the operation of the Good Shepherd Centre on their good work and dedication.   A number of questions were put by the Members in relation to the centre to which both representatives replied.
Item No. 12:
Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme

It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that the report as circulated be adopted.”

Item No. 13:
Establish Committee for review of Standing Orders.

It was agreed by the Members to defer this item to the October monthly meeting.

Item No. 14:
Report on St. Kieran’s Cemetery.

The contents of the report were noted by the Members.  It was agreed to have a short discussion on this item at the October monthly meeting.

Item No. 15:
Arts Grants 2009.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that the Arts Grants 2009 be allocated as set out in the Report circulated to the Members on 7th September, 2009.”

Item No. 16:
M9 Motorway Per Cent Arts Scheme – Agreement on Assessment Panel.

It was agreed by the Members to defer this item to the October monthly meeting.

Item No. 17:
Major Review of Gambling being carried out by Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

It was agreed by the Members to defer this item to the October monthly meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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