KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON          10TH MARCH 2008, AT 7.30PM

Deputy Mayor. Councillor Sean Ó hArgáin, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, P. Crotty, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan,                       B. Manning, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy.

Apologies:
J. Cody, M. Fitzpatrick.

Also Present:

Mr. J. Crockett, City and County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. Jane O Reilly, Executive Planner, Mr. S. McGuire, Acting Administrative Officer, Mr. P. Traynor, Acting Exec Engineer.
Mayors Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd March 2008 convening a monthly meeting for this date was read

Item 1.
Minutes:

(a)  
Monthly Meeting:

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 11th February 2008, having been previously been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J Reidy

Seconded by Cllr. B. Manning

And Agreed:

“That the minutes presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”

The minutes were then signed by the Deputy Mayor.                                                                                                  
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Adjournment of Meeting;
It was Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy

           Seconded by Cllr. B. Manning

           And Agreed:

“That the meeting adjourn for ten minutes as a mark of respect to the late Tommy O’Brien, Michael Street, Kilkenny who died recently”.

Members spoke of Mr. O’Brien’s commitment to the C.B.S. Primary School where he served as Principal and to his involvement in local and national G.A.A. with particular reference to his period as President of the Irish Handball Council.

Members expressed their deepest sympathy to the O’Brien family, who have contributed greatly to civic life in Kilkenny.  Sympathy was conveyed to the former Town Clerk, Mr. Donal O’Brien, Tommy’s brother.

Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer on behalf of the staff of Kilkenny Borough Council, extended condolences to the O’Brien family.

The resolution was put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.
After ten minutes, the meeting reconvened.

(b)    Matters Arising from Minutes

(i) Dog Fouling

Cllr. B. Manning stated that issues relating to dog fouling had been raised at the March meeting and queried the number of  signs erected in relation to this matter.. Mr. Brian Tyrrell informed the members that he would ascertain how many signs had been erected.

(c) Parade Project

Cllr. J. Reidy queried the current status of the Parade project. In response Mr. John McCormack stated that the SIAC Ltd. had been chosen as the preferred contractor and that work could commence towards the end of March 2008, beginning with Canal Walk and Mayors Walk. He stated that disruption to 
-  3  -

/…

traffic etc. would be inevitable and urged residents and citizens to be patient until completion in February 2009. The members welcomed the news on the project.
Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor 

(i) Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of recently deceased John O Rourke, Ardnore, Kilkenny.

The resolution was put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

(ii) St Patrick’s Day Parade

The Deputy Mayor paid tribute to the work of the committee and looked forward to a successful Parade.
(iii) Kilkenny Gospel Choir
Congratulations were extended to the Kilkenny Gospel Choir who recently recorded a CD with proceeds going to The Irish Cancer Society.

(iv) Loreto Orchestra.

Congratulations were extended to the Loreto Orchestra on their achievements in the recent Feis Ceoil.
Item 3: 
Planning Policy and Enforcement
Fast food Take Aways
The members expressed concern over the alleged illegal trading by certain fast food establishments in the city and queried what action was being taken to counteract this. In response Mr B. Tyrrell stated that the relevant enforcement proceedings were being assessed and appropriate action would be taken.
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Tree Preservation Order

Cllr J. Reidy enquired as to the status of the recent Tree Preservation Order adopted by the Borough Council, on a tree at Castle Gardens, Kilkenny and whether any inspections had been carried out on the tree. In response Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that a recent examination had revealed that the health of the tree had deteriorated and the expert recommendation was that the tree should be felled. Mr. Tyrrell further advised that the Tree Preservation Order was currently the subject of litigation.
Item 4:
Material Contravention of City and Environs Development Plan

Unit 2, Green Street Commercial Centre, Green Street, Kilkenny.
Permission for change of use of ground floor retail outlet to use for preparation of pizzas for home delivery with ancilliary customer collection, new fire exit to side and new shopfront signage to replace existing at Unit 2.

In response to queries raised by members, Mr. B.Tyrrell advised that the initial planning application which was the subject of this proposal had been lodged in September 2007. Further information and clarification of the further information had been sought and received during the assessment process. All statutory public notice requirements had been adhered to. Mr. Tyrrell informed members that each member had been advised by letter dated 29th January 2008 that the material contravention procedure was being invoked in accordance with planning legislation. Ms. Jane O’Reilly , Executive Planner also provided clarification for the members.
Members expressed concerns regarding residential amenity, traffic management, hours of operation and possible consequential anti social behaviour. Members also expressed the view that the development was premature pending the review of the Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan.

No member spoke in favour of the material contravention and when the Deputy Mayor called for a proposer, none was forthcoming. 
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Item 5:
Local Government Act 2001 – Section 85 Agreement regarding Development at County Hall Precinct, John St., Kilkenny.

City and County manager Mr. Joe Crockett presented a plan which would see new investment in the city along the County Hall precinct in John Street and the development of the site would include the following elements:
· New City and County Library

· Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government Housing Division 

· Council Offices

· A new riverside park and pedestrian bridge.

· Public circulation/display area

· Commercial outlets

· Underground Car Parking

In planning and delivering the project the Manager considered, having regard to the shared services to be provided by the City and County Councils on the site and the separate expansion and improvement of Borough Offices on a shared services basis that Kilkenny Borough Council should take the role of lead Authority for the proposed developments. The manager also stated that this project would enhance Kilkenny’s national profile.
The members unanimously welcomed the proposed development and the fact that the Borough Council would lead the project.  Following discussion on this item it was,

Proposed by Cllr. Joe Reidy,

Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan  
And resolved: -

“That Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of entering into an agreement with Kilkenny County Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act,2001 to advance the provision of new City and County library, Government Offices and associated public space as per the report which had been circulated to all members on 6th March, 2008”. 
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Item 6:
Progress report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme:

The progress report on Ossory Park was circulated to the members who were pleased with the progress of the scheme. Senior Engineer Kieran Fitzgerald was praised for his work on the scheme.

Item 7:
Housing Report

The Housing report was circulated to the members who raised questions in relation to various aspects of the report, which were responded to by Mr. J. McCormack and Mr. B.Tyrrell. 

Item 8:
Draft Road Works Scheme 2008.

The Draft Road Works was put before the members for their approval and the members welcomed the comprehensive programme of works for the coming year. It was agreed that St. Fiacre’s Place works would be completed in 2008 and Old Callan works would be completed in 2009. The Scheme was then unanimously approved by members.
Item 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S O hArgain received 


25.01.2008.

Proposed by: Cllr S. O hArgain

Seconded by: Cllr M. Noonan

And agreed
"That this Council recognizes the need for action on global warming and the need to conserve energy, reduce carbon emissions and also the need to reduce light pollution of our night skies.  That Kilkenny Borough Council will support Earth Hour 2008 (www.earthhour.org) by turning off all non-essential lights controlled by the Council from 9 to 10 p.m. on 29th March 2008 to support a collective world-wide effort to show the difference that can be made by this initiative and to raise public awareness of the need to use less energy.  Requests the County Manager to take all possible steps to implement the turning off of all non essential lights in his control as part of Earth Hour 2008.  Will write to the Chamber of Commerce and business community to lend their support to this initiative."
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This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:




     



                 MAYOR

Date:






