KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

11TH JANUARY, 2010, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, B. Manning, D. Fitzgerald, K. Funchion, J. Malone, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, 

A. McGuinness, M. Fitzpatrick.


Apology for inability to attend was  received from Cllr. P.


Cuddihy.

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer and Ms. A. M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Kilkenny Local Authorities.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 4th January, 2010, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

(a)
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 7th December,2009
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 7th December, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett 
Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b)
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th December,2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th December, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan 

Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(c)
Minutes of Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting held on 14th December, 2009
Minutes of Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting held on 14th December, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

It was Proposed by Cllr. S. OhArgaín

            Seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed:

“That the Minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting be amended to include a reference to the commitment of members to providing funding to the Drugs Task Force as had been suggested in the defeated Budget amendment motion.”
 Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor:
(i)
Emergency Weather Conditions:
The Mayor thanked all those involved in the emergency response to the very cold weather conditions prevailing in Kilkenny since mid December 2009.  Mayor Noonan also thanked the local radio station for their coverage and in helping to get public information to those affected by the effects of the cold weather.  All members contributed to the discussion and complimented the County Manager and officials as well as all the local authority staff who were working over the holiday period to maintain services.  The other public agencies were also commended. Volunteers from the community were praised for their willingness to come to the assistance of those in need.
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The County Manager thanked all those who contributed to the community response and volunteers who supported the emergency services.  He praised the work of the Local Authorities, Health Services Executive, Gardaí, Irish Farmers Association and Army.  He also thanked the local radio station for their public service and also praised the elected members for their constructive approval to the emergency efforts.  The Manager also noted that the costs associated with the severe weather emergency will be addressed with Government in due course.
It was agreed that an appropriate civic event be arranged to thank those involved in the emergency response.
(ii)
Recent fire at Supermac’s High Street, Kilkenny:
The Mayor thanked the Fire Services for their prompt action in dealing with the recent fire at Supermac’s restaurant in High Street and in so doing prevented the spread of fire to adjoining buildings.  He also mentioned the Duggan Shop which had suffered damage.

(iii)
Minister for Finance, Mr. Brian Lenihan:

The Mayor referred to the recent statement by Minister Brian Lenihan concerning his health and to his determination to continue in his work.  The Mayor conveyed the support and best wishes of all members to Minister Lenihan.
(iv)
John’s Bridge, Kilkenny:

The Mayor noted that John’s Bridge was opened in 1910 and it was agreed to arrange a small ceremony to mark the one hundredth anniversary.

(v)
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee:

The Mayor advised all members that a meeting of the 2010 St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee is to be held on 20th January, 2010 at 4.00 p.m.

(vi)
St. Mary’s Church Complex:

The Mayor referred to the recent agreement for the purchase of the St. Mary’s Church Complex by Kilkenny Borough Council.  Mayor Noonan referred to the historical importance of St. Mary’s and its significance to Kilkenny.  The County Manager in response to the Mayor and Members stated that in agreeing to purchase St. Mary’s that he had been executing the expressed will of several previous elected councils over the years to protect and guarantee the future of St. Mary’s.  He thanked all those involved, including Mayor Malcolm Noonan, Minister John Gormerly T.D., 
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Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the Heritage Council, the St. Mary’s Select Vestry and the Representative Church Body who had all come together to agree and assist in the funding of the Complex.  The €700,000 grant from the Department of Heritage, Environment and Local Government was noted, as was the contribution of €100,000 by the Heritage Council.
The Manager indicated that legal formalities were currently being finalised, which would address current tenancies and indicated that the formal handover of the premises will be marked by a civic event.

Item No. 5:
 
Housing Report:

Ms. Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer circulated a comprehensive housing report to the members.  The report was for the year to 31.12.09 and followed on from the previous quarterly report presented in October, 2009.  Ms. Walsh took the members through the detail of the report, highlighting various issues of concern to members.

At the conclusion of her report, Ms. Walsh replied to various questions from members, who thanked her for her comprehensive report.

Item No. 6:

Historic Graveyard Grants 2009

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that the Historic Graveyard Grants for 2009 be allocated in accordance with the report and schedule dated 4th January, 2010, as circulated to the Members by Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer.”
Conclusion of Meeting at 9.00 p.m:
It was Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan

            Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett

             And Agreed:

“That all the other items on the Agenda be deferred to the February Monthly Meeting and that this meeting now conclude.”

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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