KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

 NOVEMBER 13th 2006, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor M. Brett, Presiding

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, S. Ó hArgáin, P. Crotty, B. Manning, J. Reidy, J. Cody, M. Fitzpatrick.
Also Present:


Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. C. Cooney, Acting Staff Officer, Ms. Carol McCarthy, A/Senior Engineer, Environment Department, Kilkenny County Council.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6th November, 2006, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read. 
Presentation by State Street Bank
Mr. Cathal Smith from State Street Bank, formerly Deutsche Bank, gave a brief presentation to the Members on the history of State Street Bank and on the contribution it has made to Kilkenny since it commenced operation.  Following the presentation Mr. Smith replied to a number of queries raised.
Item No. 1.:

Minutes
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th October, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by Cllr. J. Cody
And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.

Matters Arising from Minutes:

Circulation of Minutes of Kilkenny Area Committee Meetings.
In reply to comments made, Mr. T. Walsh informed the Members that formal agreement has been granted by the members of the Kilkenny Area Committee at a recent meeting to circulate minutes of any of their future meetings to the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council and arrangements are being made to carry out same.
Residential Densities
Following a request from the Members at a previous meeting, Mr. B. Tyrrell suggested that a meeting to debate this issue be held on 19th January, 2007, at 2.00 p.m.  The Members agreed come back to Mr. Tyrrell with confirmation on a date and time for this meeting.
Public Convenience at The Parade
In reply to a question raised Mr. K. Fitzgerald informed the meeting that an application has been made to the Minister on behalf of the Borough Council for an archaeological licence to demolish the public toilets and the wall around the Rose Garden.

Item No. 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the  Mayor
Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:-

Connor O’Brien, 14, Michael Street, Kilkenny.

Kathleen Lanigan, 17, Emmet Street, Kilkenny.
Pat Fahy, 2, Archers Court, Loughboy, Kilkenny.
Jason Brennan, Old Callan Road, Kilkenny.

Margaret Moylan, Old Golf Links Road, Newpark, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations
The Mayor congratulated the following:

Shamrocks GAA Club who recently won the County Senior Hurling Championship and commiserations to their opponents O’Loughlins GAA Club. 
Mullinavat GAA Club who recently won the Intermediate County Hurling Championship.

Tyndall Mountain Club on 25 years in existence.

Henry Shefflin on receiving the Player of the Year Award.

Ducksie Walsh who recently raised €80,000 for Aiseiri.

Purchase of Lands at the Butts, Kilkenny
In reply to a question from the Mayor, Mr. T. Walsh informed the meeting that contracts have been completed for the purchase of 4.8 acres at the rere of the Butts area. This land will be used for community use and results from commitments made by the members to provide amenity space in this area.  This announcement was welcomed by the Mayor and Members.  
Launch of Mayor’s Christmas Fund

The Mayor officially launched the annual Mayor’s Christmas Fund, and encouraged people to give generously to this fund.
Flooding of the River Breagagh at theWaterbarrack

In reply to a query raised by Cllr. J. Reidy, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that he has had various discussions with the O.P.W.  and has been informed that further studies are being carried out in relation to this issue.  However, the O.P.W. has undertaken to investigate the possibility of carrying out some cleaning, removal of the new screen and of debris upstream with a view to restoring the capacity of the river channel in that area.
Item No. 4:

Control of Macerators
Ms. Carol McCarthy, A/Senior Engineer, Kilkenny County Council,  gave a presentation to the Members on the use of macerators, the problems these macerators cause in the operation of treatment plants and the measures in force by Kilkenny Local Authorities to control the use of macerators.

Following her presentation Ms. McCarthy answered a number of queries and noted the concerns of the Members.  
Item No. 3:

Planning Policy and Enforcement
Proposed Development at Smithlands

In reply to some concerns raised in relation to the development of this site, Mr. T. Walsh emphasised that planning permissions have to comply with standards set down in the Development Plan.  He stated that this issue has been mentioned at the Kilkenny Area Committee meetings and it would not appropriate to elaborate any further on the specifics of the planning application in this case.
Development of the City Centre

Following a discussion the Members agreed that the Borough Council needs to review the retail strategy, as part of the development plan review, with a view to encouraging investment in businesses in the city centre.
Wellington Square and Chapel Lane

Cllr. M. Noonan highlighted his concerns in relation to the current condition of this area referring to widespread littering, graffiti and anti-social behaviour.   Cllr. P. Cuddihy supported Cllr. Noonan and suggested that this area should be given consideration in the review of the Development Plan.
Installation of Solar Panels on Houses

In reply to a query raised regarding the possibility of making the installation of solar panels on houses exempted development under the review of the development plan, Mr. T. Walsh informed the Members that he would investigate the issue and report back to the Members.

Signage Policy

The Members requested that the current signage policy be reviewed under the review of the Development Plan with a view to having a more balanced policy in relation to signage.
Item No. 5:
Fix Dates for Budget Meetings.
The following dates and times were agreed by the Members for the holding of the annual budget meetings:

4th and 5th December, 2006 at 5.00 p.m.,

12th December, 2006 at 7.00 p.m., if necessary.
Item No. 6:
School of the Holy Spirit – Request to Extend Playground.
Mr. B. Tyrrell requested the Members views on this proposal and following a discussion it was:

Proposed by :
Cllr. J. Cody
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed

“to amend the current licence to include an extended playground area.”

Item No. 7
Ossory Park Remedial Scheme
Mr. K. Fitzgerald outlined the details contain in his report circulated on the progress of the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme and during a further discussion he assured the Members that there is constant communication with the Ossory Park residents at every stage of the scheme.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
__________________ 



MAYOR

Date:

__________________
