KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

 SEPTEMBER 11th 2006, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor M. Brett, Presiding

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, S. Ó hArgáin, P. Crotty, B. Manning, J. Reidy.

Apologies:  J. Cody, M. Fitzpatrick.
Also Present:


Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. C. Cooney, Acting Staff Officer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 4th September, 2006, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.  

Item No. 1.:

Minutes
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th July, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted with an amendment requested by Cllr. J. Reidy in relation to Item No. 4, Flood Relief Scheme, amending text to read “In reply to a request from Cllr. J. Reidy”.

Minutes of Special Meeting held on 27th July, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.”

Matters Arising from Minutes:

Civic Reception

Following a discussion it was agreed that the Protocol Committee would consider procedures for future Civic Receptions.
Railings at Dukesmeadows
In reply to a request for an update on this issue from Cllr. J. Reidy, Mr. T.  Walsh explained that the members should see progress on this matter shortly.

City Transport Scheme
Following a discussion, Mr. K Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, informed the members that a feasibility study is currently being carried out in relation to the economic viability and environmental impact of such a scheme and agreed to inform the consultants of the members wish to have a report for the November meeting.

Road Works at Parliament Street

In reply to a question from Cllr. Reidy Mr. Fitzgerald stated that works are due to commence at Parliament Street shortly.
Traffic Management at Greensbridge

Following a discussion on the pedestrian crossing at Greensbridge, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin requested an overall review of all pedestrian crossings within the City and their use.
Cllr. B. Manning pointed out that pedestrians should also be mindful of their responsibilities in relation to the use of these crossings.

European Car Free Day

Following a wide ranging discussion on this issue it was put as follows:

Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
“That Kilkenny Borough Council support European Car Free Day by pedestrianising High Street as in other years.” 

A vote was taken and the motion was passed on a vote of six votes to three.

The following members voted for the motion:

Cllrs. Ó hArgáin, Noonan, Lanigan, McGuinness, Coonan and Brett.
The following members voted against the motion:

Cllrs. Crotty, Reidy and Manning.
Item No. 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the  Mayor
Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:-

Peter O’Keeffe (38), Ballincollig, Co. Cork and Jonathan Hurlihy (23), Glanmire, Co. Cork, who died recently as a result of a tragic drowning accident while rescuing a local Kilkenny girl.  The Members commended their bravery and heroic actions.  
Mrs. O’Mahony, Bishops Hill, Kilkenny.

Dermot Cantwell, Butts Green, Kilkenny, former employee of Kilkenny Borough Council.
Andy Hogan, father of Seamus Hogan, Revenue Collector, Kilkenny County Council and Carmel Hogan, Assistant Staff Officer, Kilkenny County Council.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations
The Mayor congratulated the following:

Kilkenny Senior and U21 Hurling Teams on their recent success in the All-Ireland Hurling Championship.
Eddie Bourke, employee of Kilkenny Borough Council, on winning the World Handball Championship.

The Mayor also commended the staff of the Borough Council, Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee and the people of Kilkenny for the work carried out during the months in preparation for the Entente Florale Competition.  This played a considerable role in Kilkenny achieving a Gold Medal in the Tidy Towns Competition.

The Mayor extended his good wishes to Hugh Bergin in his upcoming 20,000km trek from Kilkenny to Capetown for charity.

Item No. 4:
Planning Policy and Enforcement
Water Levels in Newpark Fen
The members expressed their concerns in relation to the water levels in the Newpark Fen and effect nearby development may be having on same.  Cllr. J. Coonan stated that this issue was brought up at the Kilkenny Area Meetings recently and Mr. F. Gray agreed to ask Kilkenny County Council to examine the situation and will come back to the members of the Kilkenny Area Committee. It was also noted that water levels were affected by climate conditions, and that the current reduction in water levels has occurred before.
Preservation of Tree at Castle Gardens, Kilkenny.
In reply to concerns raised, Mr. B. Tyrrell informed Members that Kilkenny Borough Council has commenced the process for a Tree Preservation Order and this will come before the Members for consideration following the public consultation process.
Lacken Weir
Cllr. M. Noonan commended the Office of Public Works for the work carried out at the fish pass on Lacken Weir.
Heating energy at  New Swimming Pool
In reply to a query raised by Cllr. M. Noonan, Mr. K. Fitzgerald explained that the Swimming Pool came through a tendering process and the heating energy will be combined heating and power with an option for alternative sources of energy. 
Item No. 4:

Draft Heritage Plan
Dearbhala Ledwidge, Heritage Officer, Kilkenny Local Authorities, made a presentation to the Members on the Kilkenny Draft Heritage Plan outlining the proposed five year strategy.
Following the presentation, the members made some comments and observations in relation to the Draft and Ms. Ledwidge thanked the members for their feedback and stated that their comments would be considered in the final Heritage Plan.
Item No. 5:
Update on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald gave a brief outline of the current status of the Ossory Park Remedial Works project and explained that there are some outstanding issues currently being concluded with a view to advancing the project.
Item No. 6:
Disposal of Leasehold Interest at 42, Fr. Albert Place, Kilkenny, as per notice sent to each member on 24.08.2006.
Proposed by :
Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
And Agreed

“that leasehold interest in property at 42, Fr. Albert Place, Kilkenny, be disposed of to Christina Kelly for the sum of €152.36.”
Item No. 7
Disposal of Interest in land at 4, Kells Road, Kilkenny, as per notice sent to each member on 15.08.2006.
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council dispose of the Borough Council’s interest in the said property containing 0.0052 hectares at 4, Kells Road, Kilkenny, to Gavin and Mary Blanchfield.”
Item No. 8
Disposal of interest in land at Walkin Street/Old Callan Road, Kilkenny, as per notice sent to each member on 15.08.2006.
Following the withdrawal from the meeting of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin for the consideration of this item it was:
Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:
Cllr. P. Crotty

And Agreed

“that the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council dispose of the Borough Council’s interest in lands as outlined in notice sent on 15th August, 2006, located at Walkin Street/Old Callan Road, Kilkenny, to DNE Development Ltd.”

Item No. 9
Disposal of interest in land at 22, Parnell Street, Kilkenny, as per notice sent to each member on 15.08.2006.

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed

“that the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council dispose of the Borough Council’s interest in lands as outlined in notice sent on 15th August, 2006, located at 22, Parnell Street, Kilkenny, to Niall McManus.”

Item No. 10
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 27.4.2006.

Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council review the road safety measures to be put in place at the entrance and junction to Roberts Hill Housing Estate on Circular Road.”

Mr. K. Fitzgerald agreed to put some measures in place in the short term.

Item Nos. 11 & 12
Notices of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin and Cllr. A. McGuinness
Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness

“that Kilkenny Borough Council will immediately designate a public area in the city as a designated official graffiti area, and will then take robust action against any illegal graffiti painted on public or private premises or property in the City.

That Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to provide a location for the use by Graffiti Artists to practice and display their art in an effort to encourage them away from destroying public and private property.”

A vote was taken and the motion was lost on a vote of seven votes to three.

The following members voted for the motion:

Cllrs. Ó hArgáin, Noonan, McGuinness.

The following members voted against the motion:

Cllrs. Crotty, Manning, Cuddihy, Lanigan, Coonan, Reidy, Brett.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
__________________ 



MAYOR

Date:

__________________
